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The Parliament has passed the following Act of the Czech Republic:
PART ONE
INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS
Section 1
Subject Matter of Legislation
(1) This Act is to implement the relevant legislation of the European Union1, follows-up on the
directly applicable regulation of the European Union1a) and is to regulate:
a) the conditions for the construction of railways, tramway systems, trolleybus systems, and
cableway installations, and for installations on such rail systems,
b) the conditions for the operation of rail systems referred to under letter (a), the rail transport
operation on such rail systems, as well as the pertinent rights and duties of natural and legal persons,
c) the execution of state administration and state supervision in matters of railways, tramway
systems, trolleybus systems and cableway installations.
(2) This Act shall not apply to mine rail systems, industrial rail systems, and to movable rail
systems.
Section 2
Definition of Basic Terms
(1) "Rail system" shall mean a transport infrastructure designed for the movement of rail
vehicles including fixed equipment needed for the provision of safe and smooth rail transport
operation.
(2) "Operability of a rail system" shall mean the technical condition of a rail system ensuring its
safe and smooth operation.
1)

1a)

Directive 2004/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on safety on the
Community's railways and amending Council Directive 95/18/EC on the licensing of railway undertakings and
Directive 2001 /14/EC on the allocation of railway infrastructure capacity and the levying of charges for the
use of railway infrastructure and safety certification (Railway Safety Directive)
Directive 2007/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on the certification
of train drivers operating locomotives and trains on the railway system in the Community.
Directive 2008/57/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 on the interoperability
of the rail system within the Community.
Commission Directive 2009/131/EC of 16 October 2009 amending Annex VII to Directive 2008/57/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability of the rail system within the Community
Directive 2012/34/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 November 2012 establishing a
single European railway area
Directive (EU) 2016/2370 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 December 2016 amending
Directive 2012/34/EU as regards the opening of the market for domestic passenger transport services by rail
and the governance of the railway infrastructure
Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on rail
passengers’ rights and obligations.
Commission Regulation (EU) No 36/2010 of 3 December 2009 on Community models for train driving licences,
complementary certificates, certified copies of complementary certificates and application forms for train
driving licences, under Directive 2007/59/EC of the European Parliament and the Council.
Regulation (EU) 2016/424 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on cableway
installations and repealing Directive 2000/9/EC
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(3) "Operation of a rail system" shall mean the activities designed to operate and to service a rail
system and to organize rail transport operation.
(4) "Rail transport operation" shall further mean an activity giving rise to a legal relationship
between the operator of such transport (hereinafter referred to as "railway undertaking") and the
person whose transport demand is being satisfied; the subject of such relation shall be the carriage of
passengers, goods, and animals or an activity aimed at sustaining business operations in accordance
with special regulations.1b)
(5) "Public interest in the field of combined transport" shall mean the interest in the support of
a more environmentally friendly mode of transport. "Support of combined transport in the public
interest" shall mean a tax rebate in accordance with a special legislation.1c)
(6) "Combined transport" shall mean the transport of goods combining rail transport and road
and/or water carriage in the course of a single trip.
(7) "Tariff" shall mean a rate-schedule listing prices for individual transport performances in
providing transportation services, including the terms under which the respective prices shall be
applied.
(8) "Person established in the Czech Republic" shall mean the person entitled to carry on
business on the territory of the Czech Republic that is entered itself in the business register or the
division of which is located on the territory of the Czech Republic.
(9) "Service facility" shall mean a railway station, stop, storage sidings, fuelling service station
and other technical equipment specially intended by its operator for providing services directly linked
with rail transport operation on a nation-wide and regional rail system or a siding accessible to the
public.
(10) "The rail system capacity" shall mean the rail system's usable permeability allowing the
distribution of the requested train routes in a given section of the rail system within a given time frame.
(11) "The allocation of the rail system capacity" shall mean an activity the makes it possible to use
the portion of a total capacity that is needed for the requested train route.
(12) "Essential functions" shall mean activities associated with negotiation and calculation of the
price and collection of payments for the use of the rail system, allocation of the rail system capacity
and, in case of a nation-wide or regional rail system, also with the network statement development.
(13) "The Member State" shall mean any Member State of the European Union or other State
Party to the agreement on the European Economic Area.
PART TWO
RAIL SYSTEMS
Section 3
Categories of Railways
(1) In terms of importance, purpose, and technical specifications laid down by implementing
regulations, the railways shall be subdivided into individual categories. The categories of the railways
shall include the following:
a) a nation-wide rail system, which is a rail system serving international and nation-wide public
railway transport, and is indicated as such,
b) a regional rail system, which is a rail system of regional or local importance serving public railway
transport and running into nation-wide or other regional rail system,
c) a local rail system, which is a rail system of local importance separated from a nation-wide or
regional rail system; the rail system is separated when it can be used for the movement of rail vehicles
1b)
1c)

Section 12 of Act No. 16/1993 Coll., on road tax, as amended by Act No. 102/2004 Coll.
Section 12 of Act No. 16/1993 Coll., on road tax, as amended by Act No. 102/2004 Coll.
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to another rail system using only a special technical equipment, or when it is used solely for the
operation of private passenger rail transport and passenger rail transport for the purpose of tourism,
or when it is operated by nostalgic trains,
d) a siding, which is a railway serving the operator's or other entrepreneur's own needs and running
into a nation-wide or regional rail system or another siding,
e) a test rail system, which is a rail system serving mainly for the purpose of test operation of rail
vehicles or tests of rail vehicles within the type approval process, or a change of type of rail vehicles
and railway infrastructure,
f) a special rail system, which is a rail system serving, in particular, the transport needs of a
community.
(2) The classification of a railways (its assigning to an appropriate category) or any amendment
thereof shall be decided upon by the Rail Administrative Authority.
Section 3a
(1) The nation-wide rail system is a part of the European rail system. The elements of the
European Rail System shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(2) A railway serving the operation of high-speed railway transport denotes a rail system equipped
for rail vehicles operated at speeds exceeding 200 kilometres per hour. A railway equipped for rail
vehicles operated at speeds not exceeding 200 kilometres per hour and designated for the
transportation of passengers and goods denotes a conventional rail system.
Section 4
The Rail System District Border
(1) The rail system district border means an area determined by the planning permission
concerning the location of a construction of a rail system or by the joint permit that both defines the
location of the construction and approves it.
(2) For a nation-wide and regional rail system, vertical areas intersecting the borders of land
designed for the location and maintenance of the rail system shall demarcate the rail system district
border.
(3) For other rail systems, the rail system district border shall be demarcated by vertical areas
whose distance shall be 3 metres from the outer rail axis, outer carrying or transport rope, outer
conductor of the traction wire, or borders of the land designed for the rail system location and its
maintenance, and whose distance shall be at least 1.5 metres from the outside edge of the rail system
construction, unless the rail system infrastructure is running on a road.
Section 4a
Rail System Protection
(1) Any person must not, without permit of the rail infrastructure operator, engage, within the rail
system district border, in activities considered as business activities, enter on a rail system and within
the rail system district border on points inaccessible to the public, unless a special Act provides
otherwise.1d)
(2) All points on a rail system and within the rail system district border shall be inaccessible to
public with the exception of:
a) a rail system and its district border if the rail system is running on a surface road,
1d)

For instance Act No. 222/1994 Coll., on conditions for conducting business activities and execution of state
administration in energy sectors, and on the State energy inspection, as amended by Act No. 83/1998 Coll.
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b) a rail system and its district border in points of the rail system crossing with a surface road,
c) a space designed for the public, the platforms and access ways to them and a space in buildings
located within the rail system district border, on condition that the services connected with the rail
transport operation are provided in these buildings,
d) purpose-built roads accessible to the public within the rail system district border,
e) free areas at a distance of at least 2.5 metres from the axis of the outer rail of the rail system.
(3) Level access ways to platforms are accessible to the public, unless the rails are being crossed
under the following circumstances:
a) warning lights of the foot level crossing signalling device are on,
b) acoustic signal of the foot level crossing signalling device is on,
c) the gates of the foot level crossing signalling device are going down, are down or are going up,
d) the rail vehicle that is going to pass through the foot level crossing can be already seen or heard,
or
e) crossing of rails has been prohibited by the rail system operator.
The form and method of the warning signalled by the foot level crossing signalling device shall be laid
down by implementing regulation.
Section 5
The construction of a rail system the structure on a rail System
(1) The construction of a rail system shall be the construction of an infrastructure designed for the
movement of rail vehicles, and the construction that extends, complements, alters or secures the rail
system, irrespective of whether the construction is or is not within the rail system district border. The
construction of a rail system is not part of the land. The construction of a nation-wide and regional rail
system, tramway system, trolleybus system and special rail system is considered as a public
construction.
(2) As per the law on expropriation, property right over land or buildings, or the right concerning
the easement on land or buildings, can be removed or restricted in order to implement the
construction of a rail system.
(3) If property right over land or buildings which is necessary to implement the construction of a
nation-wide and regional rail system is limited by a contract, the remuneration of CZK 10,000 is agreed.
If the person that is being expropriated does not agree with the remuneration defined as per the
previous sentence, the remuneration corresponding to the value of the limitation as estimated via the
expert's opinion is agreed.
(4) The structure on a rail system shall mean any structure and equipment1e) located within the
rail system district border that is not a structure of a rail system, regardless of the purpose it serves.
(5) The construction of a rail system and the structure on a rail system must meet all technical
specifications2) and safety requirements for operating the rail system and for the rail transport
operation. Technical specifications and requirements respecting individual types of rail systems shall
be laid down by implementing regulation.
(6) The rail system as an infrastructure designed for the movement of rail vehicles may be
cancelled only upon its owner's request. The Rail Administrative Authority shall make the decision on
the cancellation of a rail system.

1e)

2)

Section 71 (2) of Act No. 50/1976 Coll., on zoning and building code (Building Act), as amended by Act No.
83/1998 Coll.
Regulation No. 174/1994 Coll., stipulating general technological requirements to provide for the usage of
structures by persons with limited capability of movement and orientation.
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Section 5a
Contact of the Rail System with Extraneous Lines
(1) For reasons of public interest, the rail system and the rail system construction may cross or
touch power lines, water-supply and sewerage systems, telecommunication lines or other networks of
technological equipment not serving rail operation and rail transport operation on rail systems
(hereinafter referred to as "networks of technological equipment") for the purpose of ensuring the
rights and duties of owners and operators of such equipment in conformity with the rights and duties
of the owners and operators of rail systems and rail transport operation on a rail system.
(2) The networks of technological equipment may be located within the district of a railway based
on a written contract concluded between the rail system owner and the owner of the network of
technological equipment. If no contract is concluded, the property rights may be restricted by the
decision of a special building authority only. In the proceedings on the restriction of property rights,
the special building authority proceeds according to a special Act.2a)
(3) In the event of any breakdown of the network of technological equipment located within the
rail system district border, the owner of the network of technological equipment shall be obliged to
notify, without delay, the rail system operator of such a breakdown and the extent of works necessary
for its removal. The owner of the network of technological equipment shall be obliged, in matters
relating to the rail system, to proceed according to the rail system operator's instructions and to ensure
the subsequent restoration of the rail system section concerned into its original condition and, if it is
not possible due to the nature of the works carried out, into a condition corresponding to the original
purpose or use of the rail system section concerned.
(4) Upon alteration of an existing rail system construction or in the event of building a new rail
system, the constructor shall cover the costs connected with the alterations of the network of
technological equipment brought about by the construction or its alteration as referred to in the
decision of the special building authority.
(5) The owner of the networks of technological equipment situated within the rail system district
border or the protected area of the rail system and within the zone of the impact of the reverse traction
currents of the rail system's direct current or alternate current supply systems shall ensure the
operation, maintenance and repairs of such networks so that they may not cause threat to life, health
or property of persons.
Section 6
Rail System Crossing
(1) If a railway crosses a road at the level of rails, the crossing shall be designated and safeguarded.
The method of the designation shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(2) After obtaining previous opinion of the appropriate body of the Police of the Czech Republic,
the Rail Administrative Authority shall decide on the extent and manner, including the respective
alterations, of safeguarding the crossing of a railway with road communications at the level of rails.
The decision on the extent and manner of safeguarding the crossing shall not substitute the permits
issued by administrative authorities under special regulations.2b) The technical methods of securing the
crossing shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(3) If the railway is crossing a road at the level of rails, the rail transport operation shall have the
right of way over the transport on road communications.

2a)

2b)

Regulation No. 174/1994 Coll., stipulating general technological requirements to provide for the usage of
structures by persons with limited capability of movement and orientation.
For instance Act No. 50/1976 Coll.
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Section 7
Building permit procedure and joint territorial and building permit proceedings
(1) The Rail Administrative Authority shall operate in the capacity of a special building authority3)
for constructions of a rail system.
(2) Prior to issuing the decision on approving the construction of a rail system as fit for use, it shall
be submitted to a technical-safety test. Concerning the constructions that through their nature and
purpose affect the conditions of safe and smooth rail system operation and rail transport operation,
the Rail Administrative Authority shall lay down in the building permit – or in the joint permit that
defines the location of the structure and approves it – also the introduction of a trial run. The
contractor shall not introduce a trial run of a construction of a rail system sooner than the operability
certificate of the specified technical equipment is granted, providing that this certificate is required as
per Section 47. The contractor shall submit the operability certificate of the specified technical
equipment together with the application for the approval of the use of a construction of a rail system
or a drag lift. This applies only to cases where granting of the approval does not fall within the
competence of the Rail Authority. The scope and terms of the technical safety test and the trial run
shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(3) For the purpose of location, permit, notification or approval of the structure on the rail system,
or the structure that is not a structure of a rail system and partially interferes with its district borders,
or the structure in protective zone of the rail system, the applicant has to apply for a binding opinion
of the Rail Administrative Authority. The Rail Administrative Authority, via its binding positive opinion,
shall stipulate the requirements for ensuring safe and smooth operation of rail systems and their
protection. Negative opinion can be expressed only in case that the structure has potential to prevent
or disrupt safe and smooth operation of rail systems and their protection and, at the same time, such
risk cannot be removed by setting the conditions referred to in the second sentence.
Protective Zone of the Rail System
Section 8
(1) The protective zone of the rail system shall constitute a space along both sides of the rail
system, and the border of that space shall be specified by a vertical plane running:
a) with nation-wide and regional rail systems: 60 metres from the axis of the outer rail, but at least
30 metres from the rail system district border,
b) with nation-wide rail systems constructed for speeds exceeding 160 kilometres per hour, and with
test rail systems: 100 metres from the axis of the outer rail, but at least 30 metres from the rail system
district border,
c) with local rail systems and sidings: 30 metres from the axis of the outer rail,
d) with a special rail system: 30 metres from the rail system district border; with tunnels of a special
rail system: 35 metres from the axis of the outer rail,
e) with cableways: 10 metres from the carrying cable, transport cable or the axis of the outer rail,
f) with tramway systems and trolleybus systems: 30 metres from the axis of the outer rail or the
outer conductor of the trolley wire.
(2) The protective zone shall not be established for rail systems running on surface roads and for
sidings within the closed area of the given premises or within a port area.
Section 9
(1) Within the rail system protective zone, mining operations and operations carried out in a
3)

Section 120 of Act No. 50/1976 Coll., on zoning and building code (Building Act), as amended.
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mining manner, the operation of a shooting-range, the storage of explosives and dangerous waste, the
establishment of lighting sources, as well as coloured areas that might be mistaken for signals shall
only be allowed with the Rail Administrative Authority's approval and under the terms set by it.
(2) Within the protective zone, the rail system operator and the railway undertaking shall be
entitled to enter the land of another or the buildings located on this land to carry out repairs,
maintenance and operation of a rail system, to redress the consequences of accidents or the damage
to the rail system and to remove other obstacles limiting the operation of the rail transport. At the
same time, they shall be responsible for ensuring that the utilization of the land or the buildings located
on the land, if any, entailed the least disturbance possible, and that no preventable damage be caused
by their entry and activities. Those entitlements shall be executed only for as long as is necessary and
to the extent necessary. This provision shall be applicable without prejudice to the right for indemnity
in accordance with the Civil Code.
(3) The rail system operator and the railway undertaking shall be entitled to utilize, for as long as
is necessary and to the extent necessary, and for compensation, the immovables of an owner located
within the protective zone of the rail system, if the purpose cannot be achieved otherwise.
(4) The owner of immovables adjacent to a tramway or trolleybus system shall be obliged, in
inevitable cases and for as long as is necessary, for a single compensation, to bear on his or her
immovables the limitation of the right of ownership consisting in the installation and operation of fixed
traction, signalling or blocking equipment. The Rail Administrative Authority shall issue the decision on
the limitation and the amount of reimbursement, on request of the operator of the tramway or
trolleybus system. When placing and removing such equipment onto or from somebody else's
immovables, the rail system operator shall be obliged to restore the immovables upon the completion
of the works or, if this is not possible with respect to the nature of the works carried out, into the
condition corresponding to the original purpose or use of the immovables concerned.
Section 10
Rail System Protection
(1) The owners of a property adjoining the rail system must suffer any measures necessary to
prevent landslides, falling rocks and avalanches, whenever such danger arises due to the construction
or operation of the rail system or by natural causes; whenever such danger arises from actions brought
about by these owners, the latter shall be obliged to take the necessary measures at their own
expense. The Rail Administrative Authority shall decide on the scope and manner of executing such
necessary measures and on who shall execute them.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall identify the sources of danger to the rail systems and
sources of disturbance to the operation of rail systems. When identifying other source of danger than
described in Subsection 1, the Rail Administrative Authority shall order the operator or the owner to
remove the source of danger. In the event of the operator or the owner of the source of danger failing
to comply with the order, the Rail Administrative Authority shall decide on the removal of the source
of danger at the cost of the operator or the owner.
(3) The rail system operator is entitled to remove and cut back trees and other vegetation
endangering the safe and smooth rail transport operation or the operability of the rail system if the
owner of the trees or other vegetation did not do so after the rail system operator's prior note within
a reasonable time and extent, as established in the operator's note. Trees and other vegetation that,
after they fall, might interfere with the structure gauge are considered as trees endangering the safe
and smooth rail transport operation or the rail system operability.
(4) When exercising the right as per Subsection 3, the rail system operator shall save, to a
maximum extent possible, the rights of the owners and users of the immovable property in question.
The rail system operator shall notify the owners and users in advance of the entry to their property.
On completion of the work, the rail system operator shall restore the property to the previous
conditions and, if it is not possible due to the nature of the work, to the conditions corresponding with
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the previous purpose or the way of using of the property. The rail system operator is also obliged, upon
the request of the property owner and at the operator's expense, to remove any lopping and residues
of logging.
(5) If the property owners or users were limited in the normal use of the property or incurred
damage due to exercising the operator's right, they are entitled to an appropriate one-off
compensation. The claim can be enforced against the rail system operator within 2 years after the day
when the limitation or damage was suffered, otherwise the entitlement expires.
PART THREE
REGULATION OF THE OPERATION OF A RAIL SYSTEM
Official Permit
Section 11
(1) The rail system may be operated by a legal or natural person based on an official permit, and
if the rail system to be operated is nation-wide or regional, also based on a safety certificate of the
operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system (hereinafter referred to as "rail system operator's
safety certificate"), if such person is entered in the business register.5a)
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall decide on granting the official permit.
Section 12
The official permit may be granted under the condition that:
a) the natural person and his or her authorized representative, if appointed, have reached the age
of 21 years, possess the legal capacity to act, have a clean record, and are professionally competent.
The applicant need not satisfy the condition of professional competence, if it is met by his or her
authorized representative,
b) the statutory body or a member of the statutory body of the legal person have reached the age
of 21 years, possess the legal capacity to act, have a clean record, and at least one member of the
respective statutory body is professionally competent,
c) the applicant intending to operate a nation-wide rail system and a regional rail system proves his
or her financial fitness for operating the given rail system (Section 14a).
Section 13
No person can be considered as having a clean record within the meaning of Section 12, if they were
lawfully sentenced for a criminal act committed with negligence in an action associated with the
activities, to which the authorization shall be given, or for a criminal offence committed intentionally.
Section 13a
The Rail Administrative Authority shall request for an extract from the register of criminal records
in order to verify that the person has a clean record. The request for an extract from the register of
criminal records and the extract from the register of criminal records are submitted electronically, in a
manner that enables remote access. The Rail Administrative Authority is also authorized to ask the
court for the identical copy of its final decision in order to verify that the person has a clean record.
Section 14
5a)

Subsection 3 (2) of Act No. 513/1991 Coll., commercial code.
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The applicant shall demonstrate his or her professional competence by a certificate of completed
university education in the field of economics, transport, technology or law and by a certificate of three
years' management practice in the field of rail system operation, or by a school-leaving certificate from
a secondary school providing specialized education in the field of economics, transport or technology
with a certificate of finished five year's management practice in the field of rail system operation.
Section 14a
(1) Financial fitness for operating a nation-wide rail system or a regional rail system shall mean
the capability of a rail system operator to financially ensure the launching and due operation of the
rail system while satisfying the needs of a free and smooth rail transport operation.
(2) Financial fitness shall be demonstrated by
a) a detailed commercial budget for each respective annual accounting period in which the receipts
from the railway infrastructure user charges, maintenance and repair costs to ensure its operability
and other costs to ensure the rail system operation must be kept separately with reference to other
business and operating receipts, payments, and a survey of debtors and creditors,
b) the volume of available financial means, including the statement of bank accounts and bank
credits,
c) the working capital,
d) a financial statement verified by an auditor, including its complete annex (cash flow statement) in
case the rail system operator carried out a business activity in the preceding accounting period.
(3) A more detailed breakdown of data according to Subsection 2 and the method of their
calculation shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 15
(1) The application for the issue of an official permit shall comprise:
a) business name or name and registered office of person intending to operate a rail system, in case
of a legal person, or name(s), surname(s) and address(es) of person(s) who are members of its
statutory body, and identification number of the person (hereinafter referred to as "identification
number"), if assigned, or business name or name(s) and surname(s), place of permanent residence and
personal number of the person intending to operate a rail system, in case of a natural person, and the
corresponding data concerning the authorized representative, if appointed,
b) the designation of the rail system owner,
c) the designation of the rail system and its description, including the beginning and end of the rail
system, point of contact of mutually interconnected rail systems and the construction length of the
rail system.
(2) The application for the issue of an official permit shall be documented by:
a) an excerpt from the Commercial Register in case of an already registered legal person, if the
applicant is a legal person, or a document proving the establishment of a legal person,
b) a written document attesting to the existence of a contractual relation between the applicant and
the authorized representative, if appointed, providing the applicant is a natural person,
c) a document proving the professional competence of a natural person or a document proving the
professional competence of the authorized representative, if appointed, if the applicant is a natural
person, or a document proving the professional competence of at least one member of the statutory
body, if the applicant is a legal person,
d) a document certifying to the applicant's ownership of the rail system or a document attesting to
the owner's legal relation to the rail system, unless the applicant is not the owner,
e) a document proving the technical worthiness of the rail system for operation,
f) documents proving the financial fitness in case of an applicant who intends to operate a nationwide rail system or a regional rail system,
10

g)

a document proving the payment of the respective administrative fee.
Section 16

(1) The Rail Administrative Authority shall take its decision respecting the issue of an official
permit within the period of 60 days from the delivery of the application for the issue of the official
permit.
(2) In the decision regarding the issue of the official permit, the Rail Administrative Authority shall
stipulate conditions for the operation of a rail system, namely the conditions relating to the provision
of proper and safe operation of the rail system. In its decision regarding the issue of the official permit
for test rail systems as per Section 3 (1) (e), the Rail Administrative Authority shall stipulate conditions
for the test operation of rail vehicles or tests for type approval or type change of rail vehicles and
railway infrastructure on this rail system.
(3) The official permit shall be non-transferable.
(4) There is no legal claim to the issue of the official permit.
Section 17
(1) In its decision regarding the issue of the official permit, the Rail Administrative Authority shall
include the following:
a) business name or name of the rail system operator, their registered office and identification
number, if already assigned, and name(s) and surname(s) of members of the statutory body, in case of
legal persons, or business name or name(s) and surname, place of permanent residence and personal
number of the rail system operator, in case of a natural person, and the corresponding data concerning
the authorized representative, if appointed,
b) the rail system owner,
c) the designation of the rail system operated and its description, including the beginning and end
of the rail system, points of contact between the mutually interconnected rail systems and the
construction length of the rail system,
d) the date of launching the rail system operation,
e) the period for which the official permit is issued,
f) other terms regarding the rail system operation.
(2) The rail system operator shall be obliged to notify the Rail Administrative Authority of all
alterations regarding the data and documents laid down as essentials of the application for granting
the official permit according to Section 15, and submit the documents relating to the alterations
concerned within 30 days from the rise of such alterations. According to the circumstances, the Rail
Administrative Authority shall take a decision on the alteration of the official permit or a decision on
the cancellation of the official permit.
(3) Following a justified application by the rail system operator, the Rail Administrative Authority
shall take a decision on the alteration of the official permit following a change of the facts, on the basis
of which the decision on the issue of the official permit was taken.
Section 18
Cancellation and Expiry of the Official Permit
(1) Providing that the rail system operator does not wish to operate the rail system, he or she shall
be obliged to notify the appropriate Rail Administrative Authority thereof within the period of one year
before submitting the proposal for terminating the official permit for the rail system operation. At the
same time, he or she shall also be obliged to notify the owner of the rail system within the same period.
(2) The official permit for operating a rail system shall expire:
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a) by the decision of the Rail Administrative Authority on the expiration of the official permit, if the
rail system operator:
1. no longer fulfils the conditions for the issuance of the official permit,
2. has broken the provisions of this Act,
3. has submitted a proposal for the cancellation of the official permit for operating the rail system,
b) upon the expiration of the time period for which the official permit was granted,
c) on the day of the dissolution of the legal person who is the holder of the official permit,
d) within 30 days from the demise of the natural person who is the holder of the official permit,
e) on the day of the cancellation of the rail system.
Section 19
Repealed
Section 20
Obligations of the Rail System Owner
(1) The rail system owner shall be obliged to ensure the maintenance and repair of the rail system
to the extent necessary for its operability and enabling the contact of the rail system with other rail
systems.
(2) Further, the owner of a nation-wide rail system and a regional rail system shall be obliged to
provide for the development and modernization of the rail system to the extent necessary for ensuring
the transport needs of the State and transport service of the self-governing region.
(3) Provided the State is not the owner of a nation-wide rail system or a regional rail system, and
the rail system owner is unable to provide for its operability, the rail system owner shall be obliged to
offer the State the repurchase the rail system. The Ministry of Transport shall act on behalf of the
State.
(4) The technical specifications of the rail system operability and technical specifications of
contacts between the rail systems shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 21
(1) The rail system owner shall be obliged to ensure the operation of the rail system. If the owner
of the nation-wide rail system or regional rail system is not, at the same time, its operator, he or she
shall be obliged to enable another authorized person to operate the rail system.
(2) If the rail system owner cannot ensure the rail system operation, he or she shall be obliged to
offer the rail system to provide for its operation:
a) to the State represented by the Ministry of Transport in case of a nation-wide or regional rail
system,
b) to the municipal authority or municipal authorities in whose land district the rail system is
situated, in case of tramway systems, trolleybus systems, and special rail systems, or cableway
installations.
The Rights and Obligations of the Rail System Operator and Persons Occurring on the Rail System
or within the Rail System District Border
Section 22
a)

(1) The rail system operator shall be obliged to:
operate the rail system for the needs of smoothly running and safe rail transport operation in
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accordance with the regulations for the rail system operation and with the official permit,
b) issue, as of the day of launching the rail system operation, an internal regulation respecting the
rail system operation, the professional competence and knowledge of persons providing for the rail
system operation, and the manner of inspecting such capabilities, including a system of regular
manpower training,
c) ensure that the rail system operation be performed by persons meeting the health fitness and
professional competence requirements,
d) make publicly known the timetables, including their changes, of the public rail passenger service,
e) designate the stations (stops) he or she operates; the operator of a nation-wide rail system and a
regional rail system shall be thereby bound by the Rail Administrative Authority's decision as regards
the name of the station (stop),
f) operate specified technical equipment with a valid certificate of competence only, in a technical
condition conforming to the approved worthiness.
(2) Moreover, the operator of a nation-wide rail system or a regional rail system shall be obliged
to:
a) provide for the financing of due rail system operation throughout the validity of the official permit,
b) provide to the Rail Administrative Authority for each calendar year, no later than by June 30 of
the following year, the documents proving the continuing financial ability to perform due rail system
operation,
c) provide, if requested by the Rail Administrative Authority, the information necessary for the
verification of the continuance of his or her financial ability to perform due rail system operation.
d) implement the safety assurance system for the rail operation and to ensure its observance,
e) submit to the Rail Administrative Authority by 30 June each year the annual report on the safe
operation of the rail system in the previous year.
(3) The rail system operator shall be entitled
a) in organizing the rail transport operation, to give instructions to the railway undertakings to
ensure a smoothly running and safe rail transport operation,
b) in order to maintain the safety of persons occurring on the rail system and within the rail system
district border, to issue instructions to ensure the safety of such and other persons, the protection of
property and public order, and the prevention of possible interference with or danger to the rail system
operation and the rail transport operation.
(4) Persons occurring within the tract district border shall be obliged to take heed of their safety,
observe instructions issued by the rail system operator concerning the safety of persons, the safety of
the rail system operation and the rail transport operation, and the protection of property and public
order; such persons shall be obliged to refrain from any action disturbing or endangering the rail
system operation or the rail transport operation or prone to cause damage to components of the rail
system or to a rail vehicle, or to disturb public peace.
(5) The rules for operating a rail system, the components of the safety assurance system for the
rail operation, and the content of the annual report on the safe operation of the rail system shall be
laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 22a
(1) A siding is inaccessible to the public, if
a) it is part of industrial or agricultural premises, or
b) it is used for business or other purposes of its owner or other authorised person(s).
(2) A siding is accessible to the public, if
a) it does not meet any condition of inaccessibility to the public as per Subsection 1, or
b) its operator developed and published the network statement as per Section 33 (1) relating to this
siding.
(3) The operator of a siding inaccessible to the public shall enable a railway undertaking, in a nondiscriminatory way and for a price negotiated in accordance with the pertinent price regulations, to
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use the siding or its part in order to gain access to
a) another rail system, providing that the siding or its part works as a connection between two or
more rail systems of different owners,
b) the service facility, if the siding or its part works as a connection, directly or via another siding,
between a nation-wide or regional rail system and the service facility, or
c) other facility/equipment or handling point that is not owned or operated by the siding's owner or
operator.
(4) The fact that a siding inaccessible to the public is used as per Subsection 3 does not make such
siding accessible to the public.
(5) If a siding becomes accessible to the public, its operator shall communicate this fact to the
Transport Infrastructure Access Authority (hereinafter referred to as the "Authority") within
10 working days from the start of the siding accessibility. If the operator of a siding inaccessible to the
public is obliged to make it available as per Subsection 3, it shall communicate this fact to the Authority
within 10 working days from the start of this obligation. The siding operator shall communicate to the
Authority any change of the situation as per the first or second sentence within 10 days of the start of
the change.
(6) The Authority shall publish on their website the list of sidings accessible to the public as well
as the list of sidings inaccessible to the public the use of which has to be enabled by their operators as
per Subsection 3. The Authority shall publish on their website also data about operators of these
sidings, i.e. their business name, name(s) and surname and the address of registered office.
Section 22b
(1) The operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public shall
issue an internal regulation defining the measures to prevent discriminatory behaviour and conflict of
interest of members of the statutory body and control body, if established, and managers of the rail
system operator against railway undertakings different from this rail system operator. The operator
shall ensure that the internal regulation is observed.
(2) Members of the statutory body of the operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a
siding accessible to the public must not include persons who are members of the statutory body of a
railway undertaking different from this rail system operator. Members of the control body of the
operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public must not include
persons who are members of the control body of a railway undertaking different from this rail system
operator.
(3) The operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public is
allowed to use its income from the rail system operation and the financial resources provided for rail
system operation from public budgets solely to finance its own business and to distribute their profits;
provisions of Section 42b (1) shall remain unaffected.
(4) The operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public and
the railway undertaking must not conclude a credit or loan contract between them or take any similar
legal actions.
Section 23
(1) The operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public is
further obliged to
a) enable railway undertakings to use the allocated railway infrastructure capacity, at least by
providing services associated with the use of the rail system and services associated with the operation
of rail vehicles on rail systems; minimum extent and content of these services shall be laid down by
implementing regulation.
b) grant railway undertakings a non-discriminatory access to the services provided by the rail system
operator,
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c) negotiate the price for the use of the rail system and the allocation of its capacity in a nondiscriminatory way; it does not apply to cases where other person performs this activity for the rail
system operator as per the fourth sentence of Section 32 (3),
d) enable railway undertaking that meets conditions for the operation of rail transport as per this
Act to operate rail transport for a price negotiated in accordance with the pertinent price regulations,
e) enable the railway undertaking to use the rail system for the time necessary to re-route
impassable sections of the railway infrastructure, if that impassability was caused by a natural disaster
or accident,
f) maintain a list of rail systems and their parts operated by the rail system operator; the list shall
include at least technical and operational description of the rail system and its parts, data about
technical and operational condition of the rail system and its parts, information about ongoing
reconstructions of the rail system and its parts, and the amount of financial means spent on the
reconstructions,
g) elaborate the method of determining the costs of providing individual services to railway
undertakings and the method of allocation of these costs to individual services and
h) construct, upgrade, maintain and repair the operated rail system in accordance with technical
conditions and requirements for this rail system and technical conditions of its operability and its
contact with other rail systems.
(2) The operator of a nation-wide and a regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public
shall adopt a business plan containing information at least about
a) intended scope of activity and the method of its financing,
b) technical nature of the rail system utilized by the operator and the rail system capacity,
c) conditions of access to the rail system operated by the operator.
(3) Before adopting the business plan, the operator of a nation-wide and regional rail system or a
siding accessible to the public shall publish the data as per Subsection 2 (b) and (c) as well as the
information about planned development of the operated rail system, in a manner that enables remote
access. Everyone is granted the opportunity to comment on or object to these data. For this purpose,
the rail system operator shall determine a reasonable period of time that will be disclosed together
with the data.
(4) The contract on rail transport operation on a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding
accessible to the public shall contain provisions for
a) the price for the use of the rail system,
b) penalty payments for disturbances of the rail transport operation caused by the rail system
operator or railway undertaking,
c) the method of reporting the rise, causes and duration of disturbances of the rail transport
operation among contracting parties,
d) equitable method of out-of-court settlement of conflicts between contracting parties concerning
penalty payments for disturbances of the rail transport operation; the settlement of a conflict shall be
accepted within 10 working days.
(5) If the rail system or its part is declared to be congested, the rail system operator shall develop
the capacity analysis of the rail system involved within six months from the day of that declaration.
The analysis shall describe the causes of the congestion and suggest measures to reduce or remove it.
The rail system operator's analysis shall take account of at least technical and operational features of
the congested rail system and the type and intensity of rail transport operated on that rail system. The
measures to reduce or remove the congestion shall correspond to the causes identified and shall
include mainly the proposed changes to a timetable, speed alterations on the rail system, or the
implementation of a construction of a rail system.
(6) Based on the rail system capacity analysis, the operator shall develop the plan of congestion
reduction or removal. The plan shall be available within 6 months after the capacity analysis is
completed. The operator shall review the proposed plan with railway undertakings operating rail
transport on the affected rail system and, if the rail transport on the rail system is operated under a
contract on public services in passenger transport, also with the self-governing region in whose area
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of territorial jurisdiction the rail system is located, and with the Ministry of Transport. If the plan is
accepted, the rail system operator does not have to perform another capacity analysis when the
affected rail system or its part will be declared to be congested in future. The rail system operator shall
prepare the capacity analysis and adopt the plan based on its results also in case of imminent
congestion of the rail system or its parts.
(7) The operator of the rail system declared to be congested shall require the railway undertaking,
in accordance with rules described in the network statement of the railway undertaking using this rail
system or its parts, to surrender the allocated capacity, if
a) the railway undertaking has not fully used the allocated capacity of the congested rail system for
at least one month, and
b) this situation was caused by the railway undertaking's economic activities or other reasons that
could be controlled by the railway undertaking.
(8) Categories of causes of the rail transport operation disturbances, a minimum scope of data
reported among the parties of the contract on rail transport operation on a nation-wide or regional
rail system or a siding accessible to the public, and the content of the plan for removal of causes of the
rail system congestion shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 23a
Rail system operator's safety certificate
(1) A rail system operator shall be obliged to hold, as of the day of the commissioning of the
nation-wide or regional rail system operation, a safety certificate. The rail system operator's safety
certificate shall be issued by the Rail Administrative Authority following an application by the rail
system operator for the period of 5 years.
(2) An application for issuing of a rail system operator's safety certificate shall contain information
about business name, name(s), surname or title of the rail system operator, place of residence or
registered office, information on rail operation management system and rail operation safety
assurance system, including the performance of duties in case of the extraordinary event. The rail
operator shall enclose the application with the following:
a) a list of jobs provided by the rail system operator, for which professional competence is required,
including description of the system ensuring provision thereof,
b) a list of specified technical equipment used for the operation of the rail system, including
documentation concerning operation thereof,
c) internal regulations for the rail system operation, regarding operation of the specified technical
equipment, regarding requirements for professional competence and skills of persons ensuring rail
system operation, and methods for verification thereof, including a system of regular training,
d) a document confirming the payment of the administrative fee.
(4) A rail system operator shall be obliged to notify any changes in the data it submits in the
application for issuing of a rail system operator's safety certificate and to submit records thereof, to
the Railway Administrative Authority within thirty days from the occurrence of such changes.
Depending on the nature of such changes, the Railway Administrative Authority makes a decision
concerning the potential modification of the rail system operator's safety certificate.
(5) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds out that the rail system operator no longer meets the
conditions ensuring the safety of rail system operation, the rail system operator's safety certificate
shall be revoked.
(6) Issuing, modifying, and revocation of the rail system operator's safety certificate shall be
notified by the Railway Administrative Authority to the European Union Agency for Railways6a) within
1 month from the day of its coming into legal force.
6a)

Regulation (EC) No 881/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 establishing a
European Railway Agency (Agency Regulation).
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(7) A specimen of the application for the issue of the rail system operator's safety certificate and
a specimen of rail system operator's safety certificate shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 23b
Restrictions on the Rail System Operation
(1) The rail system operator shall be entitled, for as long as is necessary and to the extent
necessary, to restrict the operation of a rail system or its part for reasons of
a) carrying out maintenance or repair of the rail system,
b) carrying out activities associated with implementing a construction of a rail system or a structure
on a rail system, or other activities endangering the safe and smooth rail transport operation on a rail
system, or
c) a disturbance of the operability of the rail system resulting from a natural disaster or accident and
carrying out activities to resume operability of the rail system.
(2) If it is possible with respect to the nature of activities as per Subsection 1 and to the character
of the rail system, the rail system operator shall perform those activities in such a manner as to ensure
that the rail transport on the rail system
a) is not restricted; for this purpose the rail system operator preferentially uses the rail system
capacity reserved to those activities by means of the network statement, or
b) is restricted only for as long as is necessary and to the extent necessary, if the procedure as per
letter (a) cannot be used, and does not discriminate against individual railway undertakings or
applicants for the rail system capacity.
(3) If the restriction is expected to last more than 24 hours, the rail system operator shall develop
the plan of restricted operation of the rail system or its part caused by activities associated with
implementing a construction of a rail system or a structure on a rail system, or other activities
endangering the safe and smooth rail transport operation on a rail system – in case a building permit
is issued for a construction of a rail system or a structure on a rail system as well as in other cases. The
plan proposal shall contain at least the period of time for which the plan was developed, the number,
location and expected duration of individual restrictions of the rail transport operation, as well as
reasons for and expected degree of restrictions of the rail transport on the rail system.
(4) The rail system operator shall review the proposal of the plan of restricted operation of the
rail system or its part with the owner of the rail system and the railway undertakings operating the rail
transport on the affected rail system. If a capacity is to be allocated on the rail system, the rail system
operator shall review the plan proposal also with the person that allocates the capacity, if different
from the rail system operator, and with the applicants for the allocation of capacity on this rail system.
The rail system operator shall review the plan proposal also with the self-governing region in whose
area of territorial jurisdiction the rail system with restricted operation is located, and with the Ministry
of Transport. This review shall focus on the impact of the restriction on transport services provided
under a contract on public services in passenger transport The rail system operator shall allow the
participation of the Authority's representative, in case of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a
siding accessible to the public, or the representative of the Rail Administrative Authority, in case of
other rail systems, in the plan proposal review.
(5) If the rail system operator and all the railway undertakings concerned are not able to agree on
the proposal of the plan of restricted operation of the rail system or its part in terms of the extent of
changes and restrictions of rail transport operated on the rail system, the extent of changes and
restrictions shall be proposed by the rail system operator without the necessity to come to an
agreement. The rail system operator shall give reasons for its proposal and proceed in such a manner
as to keep a reasonable level of possible adverse effects of changes and restrictions of rail transport
on the business of individual railway undertakings. For this purpose the rail system operator may
suggest that trains of multiple railway undertakings be coupled, if technically feasible.

17

Section 23c
(1) Once the proposal of the plan of restricted operation of the rail system or its part is reviewed,
it shall be approved – at the request of the rail system operator – by the Authority, in case of a nationwide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public, or by the Rail Administrative Authority,
in case of other rail systems. The rail system operator shall submit the application together with the
proposal of the plan of restricted operation of the rail system or its part, and agreements, if any,
concluded with individual railway undertakings.
(2) If the requirements under Section 23b are met the Authority or the Rail Administrative
Authority shall approve the proposal of the plan of restricted operation of the rail system or its part. If
the plan meets the requirements as per Section 23b in relation to only certain specific restrictions of
the plan the Authority or the Rail Administrative Authority shall approve only those parts of the plan
that concern the restrictions in question.
(3) If the rail system operator needs to restrict rail system operation due to activities not included
in the approved restriction plan, it can do so only when such activities are associated with
a) resuming operability of the rail system after its disturbance resulting from a natural disaster or
accident,
b) carrying out maintenance or repair of the rail system, if the restriction is not expected to last more
than 24 hours or the rail transport operation on the rail system is not going to be restricted at all, or
c) carrying out maintenance or repair of the rail system, although the requirements under letter (b)
are not met, but these activities must be done urgently.
(4) The rail system operator shall notify without undue delay the railway undertakings concerned,
the rail system owner, the rail system operators whose operation is affected by the restriction, and
the Authority, in case of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public, or
the Rail Administrative Authority, in case of other rail systems. The rail system operator's notification
shall contain reasons for the restriction and its expected duration. If the requirements under
Subsection 3 are not met, the administrative authority, as referred to in the first sentence, shall require
the rail system operator to resume the rail system operation in a reasonable timescale.
(5) The rail system operators whose operation is affected by the restriction as per Subsection 3
shall cooperate with each other to resume the rail system operation.
(6) Provisions of Subsections 1 and 2 and Section 23b apply mutatis mutandis to any modifications
of the plan of restricted operation of the rail system or its part. Subsections 1 to 5 and Section 23b (2)
to (5) shall not apply to a siding inaccessible to the public. Section 23b (1) shall not apply to a siding
inaccessible to the public whose operator is not obliged to make it available as per Section 22a (3).
PART FOUR
OPERATION OF SERVICE FACILITIES
Section 23d
(1) The operator of the service facility shall use the facility to provide railway undertakings with
services directly linked with the rail transport operation, in a non-discriminatory way and for a price
negotiated in accordance with the pertinent price regulations. The price of services directly linked with
the rail transport operation must not be discriminatory; when pricing the supply of electric traction
energy, the operator of the service facility shall consider the type of the rail transport operation, in
particular the speed of rail vehicles and frequency of their stops.
(2) At least 60 days before the network statement is published, the operator of the service facility
shall communicate the following information to the person who allocates the capacity on the affected
rail system, or, in case of a siding accessible to the public, to its operator:
a) price of services to be provided,
b) terms of service, and
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c) price for the use of a siding that connects the service facility to other rail system, providing the
operator of the service facility operates also that siding.
(3) The operator of the service facility shall provide these services without undue delay and in a
timescale reflecting their nature and purpose. The operator of the service facility is entitled to refuse
to provide these services only when
a) the railway undertaking can obtain the same services by other service facility,
1. without hindering the use of rail system capacity allocated to this railway undertaking or
increasing the railway undertaking's costs, and
2. the operator of other service facility provides the service to the extent required by the railway
undertaking, or
b) the operator of the service facility is not able to provide these services, not even in other than
required extent or timescale, due to the fact that
1. the service facility operational capacity is depleted, or
2. the railway undertaking's demand for the service is in contradiction with technical or operational
service terms.
(4) At the request of the entity that was, fully or partially and in contradiction with this Act,
rejected by the operator of the service facility, the Authority shall require the operator of the service
facility to conclude an agreement with that railway undertaking to provide the services at least to the
limited extent or in other timescale. The application can be submitted within the period of 30 days
from the refusal to provide the services.
(5) Structure of service facilities and their operational parts is laid down by implementing
regulation.
Section 23e
If the railway undertaking is able to demonstrate the need for the provision of services by the
service facility that has not been operated for at least 2 years, the owner of the service facility shall
resume its operation within a reasonable period of time. This rule shall not apply where the owner
a) is carrying out modifications of the service facility that make it impossible to use the facility for
the provision of services, or
b) was not able to find an appropriate operator, not even by means of public offer or public tender
for the best offer to operate that service facility.
Section 23f
(1) The railway undertaking that has a dominant position on the market of rail transport of
passengers and goods and, at the same time, is the operator of the service facility or controls such
operator, shall ensure that these services will be provided via a branch office and the provision of these
services will be subject to separate accounting. If the operator of the service facility refuses to provide
the services, it shall explain the reasons and notify the interested party of this fact in written, or
designates an operator that is able to provide the interested party with the same services under the
conditions stipulated by this Act.
(2) The service facilities whose operation is subject to the obligations referred to Subsection 1
include
a) railway stations,
b) stabling tracks,
c) fuelling service stations,
d) technical equipment in ports.
Section 23g
(1) Section 23d (3) and (4) and Sections 23e and 23f shall not apply to the provision of additional
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and ancillary services. Subsections 1 and 2 of Section 23d shall not apply to the provision of ancillary
services, if the operator of the service facility uses these services only for its own needs.
(2) Additional services comprise
a) the supply of electric traction energy,
b) pre-heating of rail vehicles designed for the carriage of passengers,
c) services linked with the carriage of dangerous goods or with the operation of rail vehicles showing
special operational and technical characteristics.
(3) Ancillary services comprise
a) provision of information on the rail transport operation,
b) access to telecommunication networks,
c) technical inspection of rail vehicles,
d) ticketing services.
e) maintenance of rail vehicles showing special operational and technical characteristics.
PART FIVE
REGULATION OF THE RAIL TRANSPORT OPERATION
The Licence
Section 24
(1) The rail transport operation may be operated publicly or privately.
(2) "Public rail transport operation" shall mean a transport operated by a railway undertaking to
the satisfaction of general transportation needs according to the announced traffic conditions,
publicized timetable and tariff.
(3) "Private rail transport operation" shall mean transportation operated by a railway undertaking
to meet individual transportation needs in accordance with the respective contractual conditions.
Section 24a
(1) Rail transport on nation-wide or regional rail systems can be operated by a railway undertaking

that
a) is established in the Member State,
b) holds a valid licence and safety certificate,
c) has been allocated rail system capacity, and
d) has concluded a contract with the rail system operator, on operating rail transport on a rail
system, unless the rail system operator and railway undertaking are the same person.
(2) Rail transport on local, special, tramway or trolleybus systems or sidings can be operated by a
railway undertaking that
a) is established in
1. the Member State in case of the operation of rail freight transport or passenger rail transport on
a siding accessible to the public, or on a siding inaccessible to the public the use of which has to be
enabled by its operator as per Section 22a (3), or
2. in the Czech Republic in case of the operation of passenger rail transport, excepting passenger
rail transport stated in point 1,
b) holds a valid licence,
c) has been allocated rail system capacity in case of a siding accessible to the public, and
d) has concluded a contract with the rail system operator, on operating rail transport on a rail
system, unless the rail system operator and railway undertaking are the same person.
(3) Rail transport on special, tramway and trolleybus systems and on cableway installations can
20

be operated by the operator of a given system or installation.
(4) Rail transport on a local rail system or a siding can be operated also by the holder of a valid
licence to operate rail transport on a nation-wide or regional rail system. Rail transport on a on a
nation-wide or regional rail system can be operated also by the holder of a valid licence to operate rail
transport on a local rail system or a siding, providing it is in the point of contact of mutually
interconnected rail systems.
(5) A valid licence to operate rail transport on a nation-wide and regional rail system shall mean
also a valid licence issued by a competent authority of another Member State in accordance with the
EU's directive establishing a single European railway area.13)
Section 25
Granting an authorization to operate rail transport
(1) The Rail Administrative Authority shall, at the request, grant an authorization to operate rail
transport on a nation-wide and regional rail system, if the applicant
a) has reached the age of 18 years, possesses the legal capacity to act – this applies to natural
persons,
b) has a clean record,
c) is professionally competent,
d) is financially fit,
e) has not committed any serious contravention of the labour law,
f) has not committed any serious contravention of the customs regulations – this applies to the
authorization to operate freight rail transport,
g) as of the day of launching the rail transport operation, is insured against the obligation to
compensate for the damage resulting from this operation,
h) is established on the territory of the Czech Republic.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall, at the request, grant an authorization to operate rail
transport on a local, special, tramway or trolleybus system or a siding, if the applicant meets the
conditions referred to in Subsection 1, letters (a), (b), (c) and (h). If the applicant for an authorization
to operate rail transport on a local, special, tramway or trolleybus system is also the operator of the
system, the conditions are deemed satisfied.
(3) The application as per Subsection 1 or 2 shall include
a) type of rail transport to be operated,
b) category of the rail system on which the transport will be operated, and
c) line routes to be operated, including all stops for boarding and disembarking and the
determination of both terminal stops, if the transport will be operated on a special, tramway or
trolleybus system.
(4) If the applicant is a foreigner or a legal person established outside the Czech Republic, the
application shall be submitted together with a document equivalent to an extract from the register of
criminal records valid in the state in which the applicant resides or of which he or she holds the
nationality, or an extract from the register of criminal records the annex of which contains this
information. If a given state does not issue a document equivalent to an extract from the register of
criminal records, the applicant shall submit the statutory declaration of having a clean record. These
documents must not be older than 3 months.
(5) If the applicant meets the conditions as per Subsection 1, the Rail Administrative Authority
shall issue the licence to operate rail transport on a nation-wide and regional rail system, instead of
issuing a written decision. If the applicant meets the conditions as per Subsection 2, the Rail
Administrative Authority shall issue the licence to operate rail transport on a local, special, tramway
13)

Directive 2012/34/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 November 2012 establishing a
single European railway area.
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or trolleybus system or on a siding, instead of issuing a written decision.
(6) The licence to operate rail transport contains the data referred to in Subsection 3. The sample
licence to operate rail transport shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(7) In order to verify the fulfilment of the conditions as per Subsection 1 (e) and (f), the Rail
Administrative Authority shall request the opinion of the regional labour inspectorate and customs
authority in whose area of jurisdiction the applicant resides.
Section 26
Clean records
(1) For the purpose of proceedings to grant an authorization to operate rail transport, no person
can be considered as having a clean record, if they were lawfully sentenced for an intentional criminal
act or a criminal act committed with negligence in an action associated with rail transport operation,
unless the person is deemed as not convicted. Also, no legal person can be considered as having a
clean record, if they were lawfully sentenced for an intentional criminal act or a criminal act committed
with negligence in an action associated with rail transport operation, unless the person is deemed as
not convicted.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall request for an extract from the register of criminal
records in order to verify that the person has a clean record. The request for an extract from the
register of criminal records and the extract from the register of criminal records are submitted
electronically, in a manner that enables remote access. The Rail Administrative Authority is also
authorized to ask the court for the identical copy of its final decision in order to verify that the person
has a clean record.
Section 26a
Repealed
Section 27
Professional competence
(1) For the purpose of proceedings to grant an authorization to operate rail transport, a person is
considered as professionally competent, if they are
a) a graduate of bachelor, master of PhD course in the field of engineering and technology, transport,
economics or law and have at least 3 years' experience as a manager in the area of rail transport, or
b) a graduate of vocational college or secondary school completed by the "maturitní zkouška" exam
(i.e. final exam) in the field of rail transport and has at least 5 year's experience as a manager in the
area of rail transport.
(2) The legal person is considered as professionally competent, if at least one member of its
statutory body is professionally competent as per Subsection 1.
(3) The branches of study associated with rail transport shall be laid down by implementing
regulation.
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Section 27a
Repealed
Section 28
Financial fitness
(1) For the purpose of proceedings to grant an authorization to operate rail transport, a person is
considered as financially fit, if they are able to finance the launch and due operation of the rail
transport for at least 12 months.
(2) A person is not considered as financially fit, if
a) their bankruptcy is addressed by the decision of the insolvency court to declare the debtor's assets
bankrupt, or to permit reorganization,
b) the insolvency court decided to cancel the declaration of bankruptcy due the fact that the debtor's
assets are absolutely insufficient to satisfy the creditors,
c) they owe a considerable amount in outstanding taxes, social insurance premiums and associated
penalties, contributions to the state employment policy or general health insurance premiums.
(3) Financial fitness is usually demonstrated using annual financial statement data, or opening
balance sheet data, in the absence of an annual financial statement.
Section 29
Amendment of an authorization to operate rail transport and modification of data contained in a
licence
(1) If the holder of a licence requests for the change of the type of rail transport for which the
authorization was granted, the Rail Administrative Authority shall comply with the request, if the
applicant meets the conditions referred to under Section 25. In such case the Rail Administrative
Authority shall amend the already granted licence, instead of issuing a written decision. If it is
impossible to make an amendment, the Authority shall issue new licence.
(2) The licence holder is obliged to notify the Rail Administrative Authority of the change of data
contained in the licence within 30 days from their modification. In such case the Rail Administrative
Authority shall amend the already granted licence. If it is impossible to make an amendment, the
Authority shall issue new licence.
Section 30
Termination of an authorization to operate rail transport
(1) The Rail Administrative Authority shall decide to terminate the authorization to operate rail
transport, if the licence holder
a) no longer meets the conditions as per Section 25,
b) has committed a serious contravention of any provisions of this Act, or
c) applied for the termination of the authorization.
(2) If the licence holder is no longer financially fit due to the permit of reorganization and this fact
does compromise the safety of the rail transport operation, the Rail Administrative Authority shall limit
the validity of the authorization to operate rail transport to the period of time needed to regain the
financial fitness. This period must not be longer than 6 months and shall be clearly identified in the
licence. The Rail Administrative Authority shall cancel the validity limit, at the request of the licence
holder, as soon as it is demonstrated that the applicant is financially fit again. The application can be
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submitted before the date of expiration of limited validity of the authorization to operate rail
transport; once the application is submitted, the authorization to operate rail transport is valid until
the Authority issues its final decision.
(3) The licence ceases to be valid as of the date of termination of the authorization to operate rail
transport, or as of the end of the time-limited authorization validity as per Subsection 2. Once the
licence to operate rail transport becomes invalid, the holder shall hand it in to the Rail Administrative
Authority that decided to terminate the authorization or to limit its validity. The authorization must be
handed in within 10 working days from the day the Authority's decision came into legal force or from
the end of the limited authorization validity.
Section 31
(1) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds out that the holder of a licence issued by a competent
authority of another Member State in accordance with the EU's directive establishing a single
European railway area13) does not meet the conditions of competence to operate rail transport on a
nation-wide and regional rail system, it shall without delay notify the competent authority of another
Member State.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall without delay notify the European Union Agency for
Railways of the granting, change or validity expiration of a licence to operate rail transport on a nationwide and regional rail system.
Section 32
The rail system capacity allocation
(1) The rail system capacity is allocated on a nation-wide and regional rail system and on a siding
accessible to the public.
(2) The rail system capacity shall be allocated for the period of validity of a given timetable.
(3) The rail system capacity is allocated by the operator of the rail system in question. If the rail
system is owned by the State, the rail system capacity is allocated by the state organization Správa
železnic. In case of a state-owned section of the rail system leading from the state border of the Czech
Republic to the nearest railway station in the Czech Republic the first sentence shall apply. If a rail
system operator operates on a specific rail system the rail transport which does not serve solely to
ensure the operation of this rail system, the essential functions are performed for this operator by a
person who does not operate the rail transport on this rail system and is competent to perform the
essential functions equitably (hereinafter referred to as "Independent Allocator"); this does not apply
to rail systems that are owned by the State and, at the same time, are not sections of the rail system
as defined in the third sentence. For the purpose of this Act, the Allocator shall mean
a) the rail system operator or the state organization Správa železnic, if they allocate the rail system
capacity as per the first, second or third sentence, or
b) the Independent Allocator, if they perform essential functions for the rail system operator as per
the fourth sentence.
(4) The Allocators shall jointly coordinate the allocation of a rail system capacity for train routes
that overlap rail systems of multiple Allocators, to jointly communicate information about the rail
system capacity allocation, in particular the network statement, and to coordinate the negotiation and
calculation of the price and the collection of payments for the use of the rail system and the imposition
of penalty payments for the rail transport operation disturbances. They shall cooperate also with the
Allocators from other Member States in order to coordinate the rail system capacity allocation for
international train routes, the proposals of these routes and the negotiation and calculation of the
13)

Directive 2012/34/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 November 2012 establishing a
single European railway area.
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price and the collection of payments for the use of the rail system and the imposition of penalty
payments for the rail transport operation disturbances. The Allocators shall establish a joint
coordination body for these purposes. The proposals of international train routes shall be reviewed by
the joint coordination body no later than 11 months prior to the effective date of the respective
timetable.
(5) Date, place and agenda of the joint coordination body's meeting shall be sufficiently in advance
announced to the European Commission and the Authority; the representative of the European
Commission and the Authority is entitled to attend the meeting of the coordination body. If the joint
coordination body's review focuses on the coordination of rail system capacity allocation for
international train routes and the proposals of these routes, the Allocator shall in written report the
results of that review to the European Commission and the Authority no later than 60 days from the
day of the meeting.
(6) The Allocator shall publish, in a manner enabling remote access, basic data about the
cooperation referred in Subsection 4, in particular about other Allocators with whom it cooperates and
about the type of their cooperation.
Section 32a
Conditions for equitable allocation of rail system capacity
(1) The Allocator shall not take into account instructions of the railway undertaking or other
entrepreneur in relation to the performance of essential functions and shall not tolerate other
significant interventions of these persons in the decision-making process concerning the essential
functions.
(2) The Allocator's employee who implements the essential functions must not be a member of
the railway undertaking's statutory body.
(3) The member of the Allocator's statutory body who implements the essential functions must
demonstrate that, in the last 6 months before the start of the membership, he or she
a) had not conducted business of a railway undertaking,
b) had not carried out function of the member of a railway undertaking's statutory body,
c) had not controlled a railway undertaking as per the Business Corporations Act, or
d) had not performed activities for a railway undertaking, under the employment relationship,
directly associated with the operation of rail transport.
(4) A person who is a member of the Allocator's statutory body of the Allocator's employee and,
at the same time, who performs the essential functions shall not perform activities stated in Subsection
3 (a) to (d). A person that was a member of the Allocator's statutory body must not perform activities
stated in Subsection 3 (a) to (d) for 6 months after the end of his or her membership.
(5) The Independent Allocator shall issue an internal regulation defining the measures to prevent
discriminatory behaviour and conflict of interest of members of the statutory body and control body,
if established, and managers of the Independent Allocator against railway undertakings. The
Independent Allocator shall ensure that the internal regulation is observed.
(6) A member of the railway undertaking's statutory body must not become a member of the
Independent Allocator's statutory body. A member of the railway undertaking's control body must not
become a member of the Independent Allocator's control body.
(7) The independent Allocator negotiates the price for the use of the rail system and the allocation
of its capacity in a non-discriminatory way and in accordance with the pertinent price regulations.
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Section 33
The network statement
(1) The Allocator shall prepare a network statement that lays down non-discriminatory rules for
allocating and withdrawing a rail system capacity, accessing and using a rail system, and calculating
the price for the use of a rail system. The network statement shall be published, in a manner enabling
remote access, no later than 12 months prior to the effective date of the respective timetable. At least
30 days before the network statement is published, the Allocator shall enable interested persons to
comment on the statement content. The Allocator shall publish the network statement in Czech and
prepare its translation into the language of at least one other Member State. In case of discrepancies
between the Czech text and the foreign text, the Czech text prevails.
(2) If the Allocator is not the operator of the rail system whose capacity is allocated, the operator
of that rail system shall, at the request and within a reasonable time, provide the Allocator with the
information that are necessary to develop the network statement.
(3) The network statement shall contain at least
a) the rail system category, local identification and operational and technical characteristics as
referred to in Section 23 (1) (f),
b) rules for accessing and using the rail system,
c) the price for the use of the rail system and rules for calculating it,
d) the price for the allocation of the rail system capacity and rules for calculating it,
e) the definition of the rail system capacity, including its part reserved for the intended maintenance
and repair of railway infrastructure,
f) rules for allocating and withdrawing the rail system capacity, including allocating the capacity in
emergency situations.
g) the identification of administrative authority that is competent to grant a licence to operate rail
transport and a safety certificate,
h) conditions of granting a licence to operate rail transport and a safety certificate,
i) the Allocator's procedures and principles for the case of out-of-court settlement of conflicts with
the applicant for the rail system capacity allocation, and the deadline for the completion of out-ofcourt settlement of conflicts which must not be longer than 10 working days,
j) conditions under which the Authority reviews the network statement, the process of capacity
allocation and the contract on operating rail transport on a rail system,
k) a sample agreement on penalty payments for the disturbances of the rail transport operation and
non-usage of the rail system capacity, including equitable out-of-court settlement of conflicts
concerning the disturbances of the rail transport operation,
l) conditions of providing the services through service facilities accessible from a given rail system,
the price of these services and the price for the use of a siding that serves as a connection to the service
facility, according to the data provided by the operator of a service facility or siding,
m) a sample framework agreement on the rail system capacity allocation concluded between the
Allocator and the applicant, and
n) data about planned changes of the price for the use of the rail system and the price for allocating
the rail system capacity in the following 5 years, if available.
(4) Rules for allocating and withdrawing the rail system capacity shall contain at least
a) the essentials of an application for the rail system capacity and the method of its submission,
b) terms and the amount of financial guarantees pursuant to directly applicable European Union
regulation stipulating the criteria for applicants for the rail system capacity14), if such guarantee is
required,
c) conditions and principles of allocating the capacity, including the criteria for preferential capacity
14)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/10 of 6 January 2015 on criteria for applicants for rail
infrastructure capacity and repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) No 870/2014.
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allocation, if the rail system or its part has been declared to be congested,
d) the procedure of handling the application for the capacity allocation and the deadline for its
processing,
e) the procedure of regular changes to a valid timetable, dates of changes to a valid timetable and
relevant deadlines,
f) conditions and principles of the allocated capacity withdrawal, limitation or surrender, and
g) the procedure of withdrawal, limitation or surrender of previously allocated capacity and relevant
deadlines, including conditions of the surrender of the congested rail system capacity in case of its
partial or full non-usage.
(5) If the data released in the network statement change, the Allocator shall without delay amend
the statement, highlight the changes and republish it in a manner enabling remote access. The third
sentence and the fourth sentence of the Subsection 1 shall apply by analogy.
(6) The data referred to in Subsection 3 (h) and (l) can be replaced by the link to their remotely
accessible source.
(7) The content of the network statement must be strictly respected when concluding or
amending the contract on rail transport operation on a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding
accessible to the public.
(8) The network statement for a siding accessible to the public shall be developed, reviewed,
published and amended as per Subsections 1 to 7 by the operator of that siding.
Section 34
Basic principles of allocating the rail system capacity
(1) The applicant shall request for the rail system capacity to be allocated by the Allocator for the
period of validity of a given timetable. The applicant can submit the application for the rail system
capacity for a train route whose rail system capacity is to be allocated by multiple Allocators to any of
the Allocators involved or to a joint coordination body.
(2) If the applicant is not the holder of a valid licence to operate rail transport on a given rail
system, it shall submit a written declaration of another licence holder that the capacity, once allocated,
will be really used. This declaration shall be submitted before the capacity is actually allocated. For a
specific portion of the rail system capacity, such declaration can be made only by one licence holder.
If the applicant does not submit such declaration, the Allocator cannot allocate the required rail system
capacity.
(3) The Allocator shall allocate the rail system capacity in a non-discriminatory way.
(4) The Allocator shall allocate the required portion of the rail system capacity, if that portion is
available and all conditions for the allocation set out in the network statement have been met.
(5) The allocated rail system capacity can be used only by the applicant who was allocated that
capacity and who holds the licence. Or it can be used by a licence holder who made the declaration
referred to in Subsection 2. Where the applicant transferred the allocated rail transfer to other person
against payment, this capacity shall by withdrawn by the Allocator and the applicant shall not be
allocated the rail system capacity within 12 months from the day of withdrawal.
Section 34a
Allocating the rail system capacity upon the preparation and modification of a timetable
(1) Before the rail system capacity is allocated to the applicants who submitted their applications
in the period starting on the day of publishing the network statement and ending no less than 8 months
prior to the effective date of the respective timetable, the Allocator prepares a draft timetable for
freight and passenger rail transport.
(2) The Allocator shall make the draft timetable for the freight and private passenger rail transport
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available no later than 4 months from the deadline for submission of applications for the allocation of
the rail system capacity. The applicants are granted the opportunity to comment on or object to this
draft timetable within the period of at least 1 month from the date of its release. The Allocator shall
review the substantiated comments and objections with the applicants. The Allocator shall amend the
draft timetable according to the results of the review and make it accessible to all applicants without
undue delay.
(3) The Allocator shall release the draft timetable for the public passenger rail transport to all
applicants, the Ministry of Transport and self-governing regions, in whose territorial jurisdiction the
rail system is located, no later than 2 months from the deadline for the submission of application for
the allocation of the rail system capacity. The applicants, the Ministry of Transport and self-governing
regions are granted the opportunity to comment on or object to this draft timetable within the period
of at least 1 month from the day of its release. The Allocator shall review their comments and
objections with them. The Allocator should proceed in such a manner as to complete the review
approximately 4 months prior to the effective date of the respective timetable. The Allocator shall
amend the draft timetable according to the results of the review and make it accessible without undue
delay to all applicants, the Ministry of Transport and self-governing regions in whose territorial
jurisdiction the rail system is located.
(4) Where multiple applicants request for the same portion of the rail system capacity, the
Allocator shall develop the allocation plan taking account of the needs of all applicants and shall review
that plan with them. The Allocator may, to the extent necessary, modify the required portion of the
rail system capacity, but should maintain international train routes, wherever possible. The Allocator
shall provide, sufficiently in advance of the plan review, the applicants with necessary information, in
particular about the applications for the same portion of the rail system capacity, other applications
for the capacity on a given rail system and the proposed distribution of the rail system capacity
allocation. The Allocator is authorized to disclose the identity of applicants only with their consent.
(5) Where the Allocator is not able to satisfy all requests for the rail system capacity allocation by
the procedure described in Subsection 4, it shall declare the rail system or its part to be congested. On
congested rail system or its part, the Allocator shall preferentially satisfy the applications for the rail
system capacity that is to be used to operate rail transport under a contract on public services in
passenger transport, combined transport and international freight rail transport. The Allocator shall
review the preferential allocation of the rail system capacity with the applicants involved and, if
needed, the procedure referred to in Subsection 4 shall be used mutatis mutandis. Where it is
impossible, even after the review, to satisfy all preferential applications, the Allocator shall allocate
the capacity in the following order of priority: the rail transport operation under a contract on public
services in passenger transport, combined transport and, if there is any capacity available,
international freight rail transport. As far as the rail transport under a contract on public services in
passenger transport is concerned, the Allocator shall allocate the rail system capacity for the rail
transport operation in the following order of preference: trains of a transregional or international
nature, trains operated within the territory of a self-governing region and trains operated within the
territory of a municipality.
(6) Where the application for the rail system capacity allocation is submitted after the deadline
referred to in Subsection 1, but before the capacity is actually allocated to applicants who submitted
the application before this deadline (hereinafter referred to as the "late application"), the Allocator
shall take account of the late application when allocating the capacity and processing the draft
timetable, if possible. After allocating capacity to the applicants who submitted their applications
before the deadline referred to in Subsection 1, the late applications can be satisfied using the
remaining rail system capacity. If multiple late applications claim the same portion of the rail system
capacity, the Allocator shall allocate the capacity according to the order of late applications. Subsection
4 shall apply mutatis mutandis to late applications submitted concurrently.
(7) The Allocator establishes at least one date of a regular change to a valid timetable and the
deadline for submission of applications for the change of the rail system capacity allocated according
to Subsections 1 to 6. The deadline must not be shorter than 15 days. The Allocator shall release the
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proposed change of a valid timetable for freight and private passenger rail transport to all applicants
and shall review their comments. The Allocator shall release the proposed change of a valid timetable
for public passenger rail transport to all applicants, all railway undertakings operating this type of
transport on a given rail system, the Ministry of Transport and self-governing regions, in whose
territorial jurisdiction the rail system is located, and shall review their comments with them. The
deadline for making comments and reviewing them shall be at least 15 days. Upon regular change to
a timetable, only the remaining capacity and the capacity which is available due to the requested
changes can be allocated. Subsections 4 to 6 shall apply by analogy.
Section 34b
Allocating the rail system capacity after the effective date of a timetable
(1) After the effective date of a timetable and, at the same time, when the situation cannot be
characterized as a regular change of a timetable as referred to in Section 34a (7), the Allocator shall
allocate the remaining available rail system capacity on the basis of the applications delivered after
the effective date of a timetable and of the late applications that could not be satisfied as per Section
34a. The Allocator shall allocate the rail system capacity according to the order in which the
applications were delivered. Section 34a (4) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the applications delivered
concurrently. The Allocator shall confirm the receipt of the application within 5 days of its delivery.
(2) The Allocator shall provide information about the remaining available rail system capacity
within 5 days of delivery of the request to provide this information.
Section 34c
The framework agreement
(1) The Allocator and the applicant may sign a framework agreement defining the characteristics
and extent of rail system capacity required for a period exceeding one working timetable period. The
framework agreement can be concluded for a maximum of 5 years. The validity of the framework
agreement can be extended for a period of 5 years. The framework agreement can be concluded, or
the validity of the framework agreement can be extended, for a period exceeding 5 years, if the
applicant has the duty to provide transport based on a signed contract or made large-scale rolling stock
investments to provide the transport.
(2) The framework agreement shall not rule out the allocation of the rail system capacity to other
applicants or contain a provision that would prevent changes to the agreement.
Section 34d
Assessment of economic equilibrium
(1) A person who intends to submit an application for capacity allocation for the purposes of
passenger rail transport operated without a contract on public services in passenger transport
according to directly applicable European Union regulation stipulating the economic equilibrium test
shall notify the Authority and the Allocator of the rail system in question no later than 18 months prior
to the effective date of the respective timetable. The Allocator shall not allocate the rail system
capacity for the purposes of passenger rail transport operated without a contract on public services in
passenger transport, if the applicant does not notify their intention as per the first sentence. If the
application was submitted as per Subsection 2, the Allocator does not allocate the rail system capacity
before the date of the entry of the Authority's decision into legal force.
(2) Via a procedure pursuant to directly applicable European Union regulation stipulating the
economic equilibrium test, the Authority will issue their decision of whether the economic equilibrium
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of passenger rail transport operated under a contract on public services in passenger transport might
be on a specific section of the rail system endangered by passenger rail transport operated without
such contract. The decision shall be issued on application submitted by
a) the railway undertaking or contractor that is the party of this contract, or
b) the Allocator of the rail system in question.
(3) The application pursuant to Subsection 2 can be submitted within 1 month from the day when
a person authorized to submit it was notified by the Authority of the intention to operate passenger
rail transport without a contract on public services in passenger transport according to directly
applicable European Union regulation stipulating the economic equilibrium test.
(4) If the Authority decided, as per directly applicable European Union regulation stipulating the
economic equilibrium test, that the economic equilibrium of passenger rail transport operated under
a contract on public services in passenger transport was on a specific section of the rail system
endangered by passenger rail transport operated without such contract, the Allocator allocates the rail
system capacity only in case that conditions for allocation of the rail system capacity laid down by this
Act and the Authority's decision have been met.
(5) The Authority's decision of whether the economic equilibrium of passenger rail transport
operated under a contract on public services in passenger transport might be on a specific section of
the rail system endangered by passenger rail transport operated without such contract may be
appealed within 1 month from the day when the decision is notified.
Section 34e
(1) The Authority shall decide, on the proposal of an applicant for the rail system capacity
allocation or by official order, whether any part of the published network statement is in contradiction
with this Act or not. Where the network statement was published in order to amend the data contained
therein, such proposal can concern the amended data only.
(2) The proposal shall designate the part of the network statement being allegedly in contradiction
with this Act, the basis of the contradiction, and the evidence necessary to prove the contradiction.
(3) If the Authority decides that a given part of the network statement is in contradiction with this
Act, it shall establish a reasonable period of time after which that part becomes inapplicable. The
Allocator, or the rail system operator in case of a siding accessible to the public, shall replace the
conflicting part with the new part that shall be included in the network statement. Then the network
statement shall be republished.
(4) The Authority shall issue the decision no later than 40 days from the start of the proceedings.
Section 34f
(1) The Authority shall decide, on the proposal of an applicant for the rail system capacity
allocation or by official order, whether the extent of the capacity allocated, or the procedure of its
allocation, is in contradiction with this Act or not.
(2) The proposal shall specify the reasons why the extent of the capacity allocated, or the
procedure of its allocation, is in contradiction with this Act and point out the evidence necessary to
prove the contradiction.
(3) If the proceedings have been started on the proposal of an applicant, the Allocator and the
applicant are the only parties to proceedings.
(4) Where the Authority decides that the extent of the capacity allocated is in contradiction with
this Act, it shall require the Allocator to allocate the capacity again and prescribe the method of such
allocation.
(5) The Authority shall issue the decision no later than 40 days from the start of the proceedings.
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Section 34g
(1) The Authority shall decide, by official order or on the proposal of any party of the contract on
rail transport operation on a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public,
whether the contract is in contradiction with this Act or not.
(2) The proposal shall designate the part of the contract being allegedly in contradiction with this
Act, the basis of the contradiction, and the evidence necessary to prove the contradiction.
(3) The parties of a given contract are the only parties to proceedings.
(4) If the Authority decides that a given part of the contract is in contradiction with this Act, it shall
establish a reasonable period of time after which that part becomes inapplicable.
(5) The Authority shall issue the decision no later than 40 days from the start of the proceedings.
(6) The Authority shall decide, by official order or on the proposal of any party participating in the
negotiations on the conclusion of a contract on rail transport operation on a nation-wide or regional
rail system or a siding accessible to the public, whether the proposal to conclude a contract is in
contradiction with this Act or not. Subsections 2 and 4 shall apply mutatis mutandis. If the Authority
received the request to assess the proposal to conclude a contract, the contract must not be concluded
until the proceedings as per the first sentence are completed.
Section 34h
Railway Undertaking's Safety Certificate
(1) A railway undertaking shall be obliged to hold, as of the day of launching the rail transport
operation on a nation-wide or regional rail system, a railway undertaking's safety certificate valid for
nation-wide rail systems, regional rail system or a defined part thereof. The railway undertaking's
safety certificate shall be issued by the Rail Administrative Authority following an application by the
railway undertaking for the period of five years and lists the covered transport mode and range of
services provided.
(2) An application for issuing of a railway undertaking's safety certificate shall contain information
about the business name, name(s) and surnames or title of the a railway undertaking, place of
residence or registered office, information on rail operation management system and rail operation
safety assurance system, including the performance of duties in case of the extraordinary event. The
railway undertaking shall enclose the application with the following:
a) a list of jobs provided by the railway undertaking, for which professional competence is required,
including description of the system ensuring provision thereof,
b) a list of specified technical equipment used for the operation of rail transport, including
documentation concerning the operation thereof,
c) a list of driving rail vehicles and the list of types of hauled rail vehicles, including the documents
proving their technical worthiness,
d) internal regulations for the operation of rail transport, regarding the operation of rail vehicles and
the operation of the specified technical equipment, regarding requirements for professional
competence and skills of persons ensuring the rail transport operation and methods for verification
thereof, including a system of regular training,
e) a proposition of the transport mode and range of services provided,
f) a document confirming the payment of the administrative fee.
(3) The railway undertaking's safety certificate provides evidence that the railway undertaking
a) has established an internal organization structure and a management system for ensuring the rail
transport operation and has a rail transport safety assurance system implemented, what is to be
understood as a set of organizational and technological measures for safe rail transport operation,
b) satisfies the conditions of professional competence of persons ensuring the operation of rail
transport,
c) satisfies the conditions laid down by this Act for operating rail vehicles and designated
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technological equipment,
d) issued internal regulations concerning the operation of rail transport, operation of rail vehicles,
operation of specified technical equipment, requirements for professional competence and skills of
persons ensuring operation of the rail transport, and methods for verification thereof, including a
system of regular training.
(4) Railway Undertaking's Safety Certificate shall comprise of
a) a part certifying the measures taken by the railway undertaking in order to meet the requirements
referred to in Subsection 3 (a),
b) a part certifying the measures taken by the railway undertaking in order to meet the requirements
referred to in Subsection 3 (b) to (d).
(5) A railway undertaking holding the railway undertaking's safety certificate issued by the
authority of another Member State6g) shall demonstrate the Rail Administrative Authority the
compliance with the requirements referred to in Subsection 3 (b) to (d) for granting the railway
undertaking's safety certificate. I such case the Rail Administrative Authority shall issue the railway
undertaking only with the part of the railway undertaking's safety certificate referred to in Subsection
4 (b).
(6) The railway undertaking shall be obliged to notify any changes in the data it submits in the
application for issuing of a railway undertaking's safety certificate, and to submit records thereof, to
the Railway Administrative Authority within thirty days from the occurrence of such changes.
Depending on the nature of such changes, the Railway Administrative Authority makes a decision
concerning potential modification of the railway undertaking's safety certificate.
(7) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds out that the railway undertaking no longer satisfies
the conditions ensuring safety of the rail transport operation, or in the year following the issue of the
railway undertaking's Safety Certificate does not operates the rail transport, it shall revoke the railway
undertaking's safety certificate or part of it, which it has issued. The Rail Administrative Authority that
has revoked the part of railway undertaking's safety certificate referred to in Subsection 4 (b) shall
promptly inform the authority that granted the certificate referred to in Subsection 4 (a), if different
from above, of its revocation.
(8) Issuing, modifying, and revocation of the railway undertaking's safety certificate shall be
notified by the Railway Administrative Authority to the European Union Agency for Railways6a) within
1 month from the day of its coming into legal force.
(9) A specimen of the application for the issue of the railway undertaking's safety certificate and
a specimen of the railway undertaking's safety certificate shall be laid down by implementing
regulation.

6g)

6a)

Article 10 of Directive 2004/49/EC on safety on the Community's railways and amending Council Directive
95/18/EC on the licensing of railway undertakings and Directive 2001/14/EC on the allocation of railway
infrastructure capacity and the levying of charges for the use of railway infrastructure and safety certification
(Railway Safety Directive).
Regulation (EC) No 881/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 establishing a
European Railway Agency (Agency Regulation).
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Section 34i
Repealed
Section 34j
Repealed
The Obligations of a Railway Undertaking
Section 35
(1) A railway undertaking shall be obliged to:
a) operate the rail transport according to the rules for rail transport operation, the effective licence,
and the contract concluded with the rail system operator, on operating rail transport on a rail system,
b) issue, as of the date of launching the rail transport operation, an internal regulation on the
professional competence and knowledge of persons ensuring the rail transport operation, and the
manner of examining such capabilities, including a system of periodical training, issue and withdraw of
driver certificates and changing of therein contained data and validity periods thereof,
c) issue, as of the date of launching the rail transport operation, an internal regulation for securing
the organizational aspects of rail vehicle maintenance,
d) use, in rail transport operation, rail vehicles and specified technological equipment with a valid
operability certificate and technical condition corresponding to the approved worthiness,
e) ensure that all rail vehicles on tramway, trolleybus, special, cableway, local and siding systems are
driven by persons with valid rail vehicle driving licences; this does not apply to special systems
operated automatically when a rail vehicle is controlled by a technical system without the presence of
a person driving the rail vehicle,
f) ensure that the rail transport operation be performed by persons who meet the required health
fitness and professional competence standards,
g) adhere in rail transport operation to the instructions of the rail system operator issued in the
process of organizing the rail transport operation,
h) ensure that rail vehicles on nation-wide or regional rail systems are driven by persons with valid
train driving licences and valid driver certificates.
i) adopt a business plan containing information about at least the intended scope of activity and the
method of its financing; this shall not apply to a railway undertaking that operates rail transport on
special, tramway, trolleybus and local systems and cableway installations.
(2) The railway undertaking holding a valid licence which operates the rail transport on a nationwide rail system or a regional rail system shall be further obliged:
a) to financially ensure due rail transport operations during the entire validity period of the licence,
b) to provide the Rail Administrative Authority for every calendar year, no later than by June 30 of
the subsequent year, with documents attesting to the continuance of financial coverage for due rail
transport operations,
c) to provide, upon request of the Rail Administrative Authority, the information necessary for
verifying the continuance of financial fitness for rail transport operation,
d) to take out, as of the day of launching the rail transport operation, the insurance against the
obligation to compensate for the damage resulting from this operation, pay the insurance premium,
and ensure that such insurance remain effective and the insurance premium be paid for the entire
period of rail transport operations,
e) to provide, upon request by the Rail Administrative Authority, any information necessary to verify
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the continuance of the insurance against the obligation to compensate for the damage resulting from
the rail transport operation.
f) to implement a safety assurance system for the rail transport operation and to ensure its
observance,
g) to submit to the Rail Administrative Authority by 30 June each year the annual report on the safe
operation of the rail transport in the previous year,
i) to enable, in rail transport operation, coupling of trains of multiple railway undertakings, if
technically feasible, according to the rail system operator' instruction within the measure as per
Section 23b (5) or according to the Allocator's instruction via the procedure as per Section 34a (4) or
(5).
(3) The railway undertaking that operates public passenger rail transport on a nation-wide or
regional rail system is also required to publish, by June 30 of the calendar year6h), a report on the quality
performance of their service provided in the previous calendar year and submit the report to the
European Union Agency for Railways.
(4) The rules for operating the rail transport, the components of the safety assurance system for
the rail transport operation by the type and the extent of activities performed, and the content of the
annual report on the safe operation shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(5) Where trains of multiple railway undertakings are coupled as per Section 35 (2) (i), rail
transport is operated by the railway undertaking whose driving rail vehicle is a leading rail vehicle.
Section 36
(1) Each railway undertaking operating public rail transport shall be obliged, in addition to the
obligations referred to in Section 35, to:
a) operate public rail passenger or goods transport in accordance with the timetable and tariff, and
with contractual conditions of carriage promulgated in advance in the Tariff and Transportation
Bulletin,
b) carry in the public passenger rail transport each person who holds a concluded contract of carriage
and to accept for carriage a luggage, provided the conditions of carriage have been satisfied and the
carriage is not hindered by circumstances which cannot be averted by the railway undertaking,
c) carry matters in the public rail transport of goods, provided the carriage may be performed by the
railway undertaking while using equipment meeting standard demands for carriage,
d) conclude, upon application, a contract of carriage also for a section of nation-wide rail system or
regional rail system operated by another railway undertaking; this provision shall apply to railway
undertakings operating public rail transport on a nation-wide rail system or a regional rail system,
e) create, in the public passenger rail transport, conditions for the carriage of passengers and parents
with children,
f) ensure, in the public passenger transport, pre-medical first aid in case of an accident,
g) ensure, for reasons of an accident or for operating reasons due to which the carriage cannot be
completed by the rail vehicle by which the implementation of the contract of carriage was commenced,
substitute transportation for interrupted public passenger rail transport operation,
h) develop, in the public passenger transport, a plan of providing support to passengers in case of
delayed arrival or departure of a train as per directly applicable EU regulation stipulating rail
passengers' rights and obligations17), and to ensure its observance,
i) designate individual rail vehicles or their sets designed for the carriage of passengers, excepting
cableway installations, tramway, trolleybus, and special rail systems, by the name of the station (stop)
of departure and destination, and easy access rail vehicles accessible to passengers with reduced
mobility and orientation by an international symbol of accessibility; and further, in case of tramway
6h)
17)

Article 28 of the Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council.
Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on rail
passengers’ rights and obligations.
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and trolleybus systems, by the number of the line or other designation of the line, names of the stops
and the registered number, legible even in the dark, of the vehicle on its front and rear side.
(2) A railway undertaking operating public rail transport whose actual costs – directly related to
providing the substitute transport for the interrupted public passenger rail transport operation due to
the restriction on the rail system operation planned as per Section 23b (3) – exceeded the savings on
the rail transport interruption and possible reimbursement of these costs arising from a contract on
public services in passenger transport, shall be entitled to seek compensation for the loss from the
operator of a given rail system. The rail system operator shall pay the loss, if the railway undertaking
is able to demonstrate the amount of actual costs directly related to providing the substitute transport
and the amount of the savings on the interruption of the rail transport. Where the railway undertaking
is entitled to the reimbursement of actual costs directly related to providing the substitute transport
as per a contract on public services in passenger transport, it shall demonstrate also the amount of this
reimbursement.
(3) Financial means spent by the rail system operator on the compensations referred to in
Subsection 2 may be included in the costs of the rail system maintenance and repair or the
implementation of a construction of a rail system leading to the interrupted operation of public
passenger rail transport.
(4) The costs directly related to providing the substitute transport for the interrupted public
passenger rail transport operation, the savings on the interruption of rail transport and the method of
their determination shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 36a
Articles 8, 10, 17, Article 18 (2) (a) and (b) and Article 18 (3) of the Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on rail passengers' rights and
obligations, as well as Article 7 (2) (b), Article 17 (2) (b), Article 24, (3) (b) and Annex 1 Article 32 and
Annex 2 to this regulation shall not be applied to the operation of the nation-wide public railway
passenger transport until 03 December 2019.
Section 37
The Rules of Carriage
(1) The conditions under which the passengers and their luggage are carried in the public
passenger rail transport, including the matters carried in the public rail freight transport shall be laid
down by the Rules of carriage.
(2) In the Rules of carriage for the carriage of passengers and their luggage in public passenger rail
transport operation, the following shall be listed in particular:
a) the creation, contents and termination of the contract of carriage and the method of proving its
creation, including the arrangement of relations between the railway undertaking and the passenger,
b) the essentials of the travel document for the carriage of passengers, the method of paying fare
and assessing the validity of travel documents,
c) the essentials of the document of carriage for the carriage of luggage, the method of paying the
carriage charge,
d) the right to occupy seats in a rail vehicle and conditions for providing services of reservation and
accommodation in trains,
e) the conditions for the carriage of children and passengers with reduced mobility and orientation,
f) the method of refunding the fare and carriage charge when the carriage of passengers and their
luggage including live animals was not performed,
g) the scope and conditions for the carriage of small luggage and travelling baggage and the
specification of their types,
h) the conditions for and methods of using communication, safety, and information equipment of
the rail system and the rail vehicle by passengers,
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i) matters excluded from the carriage of luggage,
j) special conditions for the carriage of luggage consisting of dangerous goods, perishable goods,
live animals, wheel chairs for the disabled, perambulators, bicycles, and passenger cars,
k) the scope of the passengers' claims against the railway undertaking ensuing from the contract of
carriage of passengers and the contract of carriage of luggage, and the method of filing such claims,
l) the relation between the railway undertakings in public rail transport operation in implementing
a single contract of carriage.
(3) In the Rules of carriage for the carriage of matters in the public passenger rail transport
operation, the following shall be listed in particular:
a) the creation, contents and termination of the contract of carriage, including the arrangement of
relations between the railway undertaking and the consignor or consignee in concluding,
implementing and terminating the contract of carriage,
b) the essentials of the transport document for the carriage of goods and the method of paying the
carriage charge,
c) objects excluded from carriage,
d) conditions for the carriage of dangerous goods, deceased persons, perishable goods, live animals,
waste, and rail vehicles on own wheels, things of uncommon dimensions, unusual mass or special
nature,
e) conditions for appointing, range, and acquiring vocational qualification of a safety advisor for the
carriage of dangerous goods,
f) the method of taking over a consignment by the railway undertaking and its handing over to the
recipient,
g) the liability of the railway undertaking in case of damage to the consignment,
h) the scope of the claims of the consignor or the recipient against the railway undertaking and the
method of filing such claims,
i) the relation between the railway undertakings in the rail transport of goods in implementing a
single contract of carriage.
(4) The conductor of a rail vehicle, the person driving the rail vehicle, or another person engaged
in the public passenger rail transport, authorized by the railway undertaking, and equipped with a
control badge or an identification card of the railway undertaking (hereinafter referred to as
"authorized person") shall be entitled to give to the passengers instructions and orders for ensuring
their safety, the safety of other passengers, transport safety and free transport flow. The authorized
person shall be entitled:
a) to exclude from carriage a passenger who, when requested by the authorized person, fails to
produce a valid travel document and to satisfy the obligation of paying the fare and the surcharge.
b) to exclude from carriage a passenger or impose the payment of a surcharge on a passenger,
provided that the respective passenger fails, despite indication, to adhere to the Rules of carriage,
instructions and orders issued by the authorized person, fouls the rail vehicle, or disturbs, by his or her
conduct, the peaceful carriage of passengers or otherwise inconveniences other passengers; by
excluding a passenger from carriage, his or her safety and health must not be compromised,
c) not to admit or to exclude from carriage a passenger's luggage or an animal carried along with
him, if such luggage or animal constitute an obstacle to safe carriage of passengers or endanger the
passengers' health, or if the conditions of carriage do not allow their carriage,
d) to impose on a passenger who failed to produce his or her valid ticket the duty to pay the fare and
surcharge to the fare, or to request from the passenger the personal data necessary for claiming the
fare or the surcharge to it, unless the passenger pays instantly; "personal data" shall mean the name,
surname, date and place of birth, the mailing address6i) and personal document identification number.
(5) The passenger boarding a rail vehicle, staying in it or alighting shall behave in a way not
endangering his or her own safety, the safety of others, the transport safety and free transport flow,
and take reasonable care in view of the nature of the rail transport operation. Moreover, the passenger
6i)

Section 46a of Act No 99/1963 Coll., the Code of Civil Procedure, as amended by the Act. No 7/2009 Coll.
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shall:
a) follow the instructions and orders issued by the authorized person in the interest of securing
transport safety, free transport flow, the passenger's own safety or the safety of other passengers,
b) when requested by the authorized person, produce his or her valid ticket; if the passenger cannot
produce a valid ticket for reasons on his or her part, pay the fare from the station of departure to the
station of destination or, if it is not feasible to safely ascertain the station where the passenger boarded
the train, from the train station of departure, a surcharge to the fare, or to produce his or her identity
with a personal document and disclose personal information needed to enforce the fare and
surcharges [Subsection 4 (d)],
c) upon request of the authorized person, to pay the surcharge for not adhering to the Rules of
carriage.
d) when requested by the authorized person, to follow such person to appropriate public
administration premises to establish the passenger's identity or, when requested by the authorized
person, to remain at an appropriate location until the arrival of a person authorized to establish the
passenger's identity, namely if he or she fails to meet the obligations set out in letter (b).
(6) The railway undertaking in the Rules of carriage shall set out the amount of the surcharge. The
amount of the surcharge shall not exceed the amount of CZK 1,500.00. The surcharge for the breach
of the conditions set out by the Rules of carriage shall not exceed the amount of CZK 1,500.00.
(7) The Government shall issue, by a Regulation, the Rules of carriage for the public rail freight
transports. The Ministry of Transport shall issue, by a Decree, the Rules of carriage for the public rail
passenger transport. The details of conditions of carriage may be laid down in the contractual
conditions of carriage.
(8) The person entitled to establish the passenger's identity as per a special legal regulation may
disclose personal data referred to in Subsection 4 (d) to the authorized person.
(9) The railway undertaking is entitled to process personal data, as per Subsection 4 (d), needed
to enforce the fare and surcharges.
Section 38
Restriction and Cessation of Public Rail Transport Operation
(1) The rail transport operation may be temporarily restricted or halted. The Rail Administrative
Authority shall take a decision on the temporary restriction or cessation of rail transport operation if
the applicant in whose interest such temporary restriction or cessation might be effected proves the
legitimacy of his or her application. The Rail Administrative Authority shall discuss the application with
a) the owner of the rail system,
b) the operator of the rail system,
c) the self-governing region in whose area of competence the transport servicing is ensured by the
rail transport operation that is to be temporarily restricted or halted; the district authority shall
negotiate its position with the municipal authorities concerned,
d) the rail transport operator, unless he or she was the person who submitted the application for
the temporary restriction or cessation of the rail transport operation.
(2) The temporary restriction or cessation of the public rail transport operation shall be publicized
by the railway undertaking at least 14 days prior to the beginning of the restriction or cessation of the
rail transport operation.
(3) The Rail Administrative Authority may take a decision on the temporary restriction of the rail
transport operation for a time-period inevitable for the reasons of:
a) public interest in other special rail system transport,
b) safety of the rail transport operation,
c) accumulation of consignments on the rail system, with the exception of any siding, caused by the
rail system operator or other railway undertaking.
(4) The railway undertaking's appeal against the Rail Administrative Authority's decision on a
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temporary restriction of the transport shall not have a dilatory effect.
(5) The Rail Administrative Authority may take a decision on the cessation of the rail transport
operation if there is no interest of railway undertakings in rail transport operation and the demand for
the transportation on the rail system has ceased. The rail system operator is entitled to operate such
rail system on a restricted scale. Within the scope of the rail system operating restriction, the rail
system operator shall provide for regular inspections and checking of the specified technical
parameters relating to parts of the rail system according to the rules for the rail system operation.
(6) The railway undertaking shall restrict the rail transport operation following a measure issued
by the administrative authorities entitled to take decisions in the fields of veterinary, plant medical,
and hygienic services, waste management or on the basis of an international contract by which the
Czech Republic is bound and which was promulgated in the Collection of Laws.
(7) The railway undertaking shall be entitled to temporary restrict or stop the rail transport
operation for reasons of:
a) impassability of the rail system due to a natural disaster, accident or rail system reconstruction,
b) unforeseen interference with the operability of the rail system,
c) accumulation of goods on a siding caused by the operator of the siding or another railway
undertaking.
The railway undertaking on a tramway system or a trolleybus system shall be obliged to notify within
3 days the Rail Administrative Authority of the restrictions or discontinuation of the traffic, provided
the discontinuation of the traffic is to exceed 7 days.
Section 39
Repealed
Section 39a
Repealed
Section 39b
Repealed
Section 39c
Repealed
Section 39d
Repealed
The Timetable
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Section 40
Heading omitted
(1) The timetable for public passenger rail transport on a nation-wide and regional rail system
shall be drawn up by the Allocator of the rail system capacity as per Section 34a.
(2) The rail system operator shall provide, free of charge, the data related to a valid timetable and
its changes to the Ministry of Transport that shall use them to maintain the Nation-wide Information
System on Timetables.
Section 41
Timetable on Tramway, Trolleybus, and Special Rail Systems, and on Cableway Installations
(1) The operator that is obliged to operate public rail transport of passengers on a tramway or
trolleybus system or on a special rail system, and the operator which should operate public rail
transport of passengers on a cableway installation, shall submit, before commencing the rail transport
operation, the timetable to the Rail Administrative Authority for approval. The Rail Administrative
Authority which decides on the granting of an authorization to operate rail transport or issuing the
official permit, shall be competent for the approval of the timetable.
(2) The approval of timetables is not governed by the general Rules of Administrative Procedure.
(3) The Rail Administrative Authority will forward the approved timetable to the Ministry of
Transport, which administers a nation-wide information system on timetables for public needs.
Section 42
Validity of the Timetable
(1) The timetable of a nation-wide and regional rail system shall take effect at midnight on the
second Saturday in December. The timetable is valid for 12 months. The regular change to a valid
timetable shall take effect at midnight of the second Saturday in June or on another day specified in
the network statement.
(2) The timetable, including its changes, of tramway and trolleybus systems, special rail systems,
and cableway installations, shall not take effect sooner than 24 hours after its publication.
(3) The method of arrangement, content and publication of the timetable including its changes,
management of the Nation-wide Information System on Timetables and the extent and format of data
reported to this System shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
PART SIX
OBLIGATIONS OF ENTREPRENEURS IN A VERTICALLY INTEGRATED UNDERTAKING AND OF A RAIL
SYSTEM OPERATOR OPERATING RAIL TRANSPORT
Section 42a
(1) For the purpose of this Act, a vertically integrated undertaking shall mean a group of
entrepreneurs in which the railway undertaking operates rail transport on a nation-wide or regional
rail system or a siding accessible to the public, and at the same time,
a) the operator of this rail system performs control activities as per directly applicable European
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Union regulation stipulating the control of concentration between undertakings18) above the railway
undertaking,
b) the railway undertaking performs control activities as per directly applicable European Union
regulation stipulating the control of concentration between undertakings18) above the operator of this
rail system, or
c) the third party performs control activities as per directly applicable European Union regulation
stipulating the control of concentration between undertakings18) above the railway undertaking; this
does not apply, if the Czech Republic is the third party.
(2) Members of the statutory bodies of the rail system operator that is part of a vertically
integrated undertaking must not include persons who are members of a control body of a legal person
that performs control activities as per directly applicable European Union regulation stipulating the
control of concentration between undertakings18) above the given rail system operator and railway
undertaking.
(3) An employee of the rail system operator performing essential functions or a member of the
rail system operator's statutory body must not receive any pecuniary or other performance from other
entrepreneurs belonging to the same vertically integrated undertaking; remuneration of the
operators' statutory body member or employee must not depend on economic results achieved by the
railway undertaking within the same vertically integrated undertaking.
(4) The rail system operator that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking shall ensure that
normally unavailable information about the essential functions remain accessible only to persons
performing essential functions; these persons are liable to keep the information confidential.
(5) The rail system operator that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking shall not take into
account instructions of the railway undertaking or other entrepreneur coming under the same
undertaking, which could lead to the commencement or termination of employment relationships with
the operator's employees performing essential functions.
Section 42b
(1) The rail system operator that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking shall not use the
income from rail system operation and the financial resources provided for rail system operation from
public budgets to share profits with a person performing control activities as per directly applicable
European Union regulation stipulating the control of concentration between undertakings18) above the
railway undertaking.
(2) Entrepreneurs that are part of a vertically integrated undertaking may conclude a credit or
loan contract between them or take any similar legal actions only when they agree on a normal interest
rate in accordance with the Civil Code and under conditions prevailing in the country where and at the
time when such legal action is taken while considering the risk profile of the beneficiary of pecuniary
performance resulting from such legal action; provisions of Section 22b (4) shall remain unaffected.
(3) An entrepreneur that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking must not provide the
performance to a rail system operator belonging to the same undertaking without a legal basis or for
a price negotiated in contradiction with the pertinent price regulations.
(4) A debt of the rail system operator that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking shall not
be accessioned, satisfied, assumed or secured by other entrepreneur coming under the same
undertaking.
(5) An entrepreneur that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking shall keep separate
accounting that can be used to demonstrate the fulfilment of obligations under Subsections 1 to 4 and
Section 22b (3) and (4).

18)

Council Regulation (EC) No 139/2004 of 20 January 2004 on the control of concentrations between
undertakings (the EC Merger Regulation).
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Section 42c
(1) If the operator of a nation-wide and regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public
operates rail transport that does not serve exclusively to ensure rail system operation, they shall
establish branches through which the rail transport shall be operated separately from the rail system
operation.
(2) A person who manages a branch whose business activity is to operate rail transport must not
be a manager of the rail transport operator's branch, as per Subsection 1, whose business activity is to
operate rail systems.
(3) The rail system operator as per Subsection 1 shall ensure that
a) revenues of a branch whose business activity is to operate rail systems are used only to finance
the rail system operation and to distribute the profits,
b) their branch shall not provide any performance to any other branch of the same rail system
operator, whose business activity is to operate rail systems, without a legal basis or for a price
negotiated in contradiction with the pertinent price regulations.
c) debts incurred due to rail system operation are not covered from revenues of any other branch
of the same rail system operator,
d) a branch whose business activity is to operate rail systems does not receive any financial resources
from any other branch of the same rail system operator, excepting payments for the performance
provided,
e) a manager of a branch whose business activity is to operate rail systems does not receive any
pecuniary or other performance from any other branch of the same rail system operator and that his
or her remuneration is independent of economic results of this branch.
(4) The rail system operator as per Subsection 1 shall keep separate accounting that can be used
to demonstrate the fulfilment of obligations stated in Subsection 3.
PART SEVEN
RAIL VEHICLES AND SPECIFIED TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT
TITLE ONE
RAIL VEHICLES
Section 43
(1) A rail vehicle may be operated on rail systems, providing that its construction and technical
condition complies with the safety requirements regarding rail transport operation, the servicing
personnel, passengers and goods carried, and its technical worthiness was proved by the conformity
with the approved type. The driving rail vehicles, the hauled rail vehicles exceeding the speed of
160 kilometres per hour on railways, and the rail vehicles on tramway systems, trolleybus systems, and
cableway installations must be equipped, besides the proved conformity with the approved type, with
an operability certificate subject to additional approval by the Rail Administrative Authority. Based on
this certificate, the Rail Administrative Authority shall grant a certificate of vehicle operability (this
does not apply to vehicles mentioned in Section 43b (1). The method and conditions for approving
technical worthiness shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(2) The conformity with the approved type shall be proved by the manufacturer for each vehicle
by a type approval certificate.
(3) The Rail Administrative Authority shall take a decision on the type approval of a rail vehicle
following an application by a domestic or foreign manufacturer or by other persons proving their legal
interest in the approval of the rail vehicle type. If the application has been filed in several Member
States, the Rail Administrative Authority shall collaborate with competent authorities in those Member
States.
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(4) The Rail Administrative Authority shall approve the rail vehicle type if the technical
specifications of the rail vehicle laid down by the implementing regulation or an international
agreement, by which the Czech Republic is bound and which was promulgated in the Collection of Laws
and the Collection of International Treaties, are satisfied. The basis for the decision of the Rail
Administrative Authority shall be the certificate of conformity issued by the authorized body in
accordance with the special regulation7g), where the rail vehicle constitutes a subsystem of the
European Rail System. In the other cases, the basis for the decision of the Rail Administrative Authority
shall be the result of the rail vehicle test ensured by the manufacturer of the rail vehicle or another
person that proves legal interest in the typeapproval of the rail vehicle, on their own account with a
given legal person appointed by the Ministry of Transport.
(5) The Railway Administrative Authority shall issue a certificate of operability for the rail vehicle
that meets the technical specification of interoperability valid at the time of entry into service under a
certificate of conformity, by which the authorized person confirms the fulfilment of all requirements
upon structural subsystems of a vehicle.
(6) If the rail vehicle has been awarded the EC certificate of verification of the subsystem, the Rail
Administrative Authority shall issue a certificate of operability upon verification that the rail vehicle
meets the conditions of
a) technical interoperability of the vehicle subsystems,
b) technical interoperability of the vehicle and the rail system,
c) safe integration of the vehicle subsystems into the rail system, and
d) technical requirements that are not included in technical specifications of interoperability relating
to technical interoperability of the vehicle and the specific rail system.
(7) Any modification of a vehicle representing an intervention into the construction of the vehicle
and entailing a deviation from the approved type shall be approved by the Rail Administrative
Authority pursuant to terms stipulated by an implementing regulation.
(8) Final decision on the approval of type and modifications to the rail vehicle is notified by the
Rail Administrative Authority to the European Union Agency for Railways.
(9) The rail vehicles of non-approved type may be operated on rail systems for the purpose of trial
running and in testing needed for the type approval or type change, namely for a time necessary for
that purpose and under the condition that the technical condition of the vehicle and the method of
performing the tests during driving would not endanger the operation of a rail system and the rail
transport operation. For each such case, the conditions for carrying out the trial running and driving a
rail vehicle shall be laid down by Rail Administrative Authority.
Section 43a
(1) Only rail vehicles whose emissions of gaseous pollutants and polluting particles from
combustion engines meet defined requirements may be operated on rail system. Technical worthiness
of the motor from the standpoint of emissions of gaseous pollutants and polluting particles shall be
proved by conformity to the approved type.
(2) Conformity to the approved type shall be proved by the manufacturer by marking on each
motor.
(3) The Rail Administrative Authority shall take the decision on type approval of the motor
designed for use in rail vehicles upon a request from a domestic or foreign manufacturer or another
person that proves legal interest in the type approval of the motor.
(4) The Rail Administrative Authority approves the motor type designed for use in rail vehicles if
requirements for permissible emissions of gaseous pollutants and polluting particles are met, and it
issues a motor type approval certificate. The basis for the decision of the Rail Administrative Authority
shall be the result of the motor test ensured by the manufacturer of the motor or another person that
7g)

Government Order No. 133/2005 Coll., on the technical requirements for operational and technical
interoperability of the trans-European rail system.
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proves legal interest in the motor type approval, on their own account with a given legal person
appointed by the Ministry of Transport.
(5) A specimen of the motor type approval application form, including attached documents,
requirements for permissible emissions of gaseous pollutants and polluting particles, a specimen of
motor type approval certificate, motor testing procedure, motor marking properties stated by the
manufacturer, as well as other details of the motor typeapproval procedure shall be defined in
implementing regulation.
Section 43b
(1) Rail vehicle whose technical worthiness has been approved in the Member State and which
meets all conditions in the technical specifications of interoperability can be operated in the Czech
Republic without a certificate of vehicle operability on railway systems included in the European rail
system that are interoperable under technical specifications of interoperability and under the
conditions specified therein.
(2) Rail vehicle whose technical worthiness has been approved in another Member State and
which does not meet the conditions pursuant to Section 43 (6) or Subsection 1, may be operated on a
nation-wide or regional rail systems based on a rail vehicle type approval decision or based on a rail
vehicle worthiness certificate issued by the Railway Administration Authority after examination and
verification of technical documentation for the rail vehicle or vehicle type.
(3) The applicant shall enclose the following to the application for the issue of the rail vehicle type
approval or the certificate of rail vehicle worthiness pursuant to Subsection 2:
a) a document proving the approval of the technical worthiness of the rail vehicle in another
Member State and a record of technical modification carried out after the approval,
b) technical details of the vehicle, a record of operation and maintenance, if it is a vehicle which has
not been issued an EC declaration of subsystem verification,
c) a copy of technical documentation accompanying the EC declaration of vehicle subsystem
verification, if it is a vehicle which has received the EC certificate of verification of the subsystem,
d) a certificate of technical and operational properties proving that the rail vehicle complies with the
signalling system, overhead line, track gauge, structure gauges, maximum permitted axle load and
other limitations of nation-wide and regional rail systems,
e) a proposal of conditions for the use of a rail vehicle in operation.
(4) The Rail Administrative Authority may require carrying out of testing operation of a rail vehicle
to verify the compliance of the operational features with the requirements according to Subsection 3
(d); in such case it will define its content and scope. Testing operation of a rail vehicle shall be ensured
by the applicant on his own account with a legal person appointed by the Ministry of Transport.
(5) For rail vehicles pursuant to Subsection 1 that meet all requirements of technical specifications
of interoperability, the Rail Administrative Authority assesses only
a) meeting of the technical interoperability conditions of the vehicle and the railway system,
b) fulfilment of technical and operational requirements for the structural design of a rail vehicle not
included in the technical specifications of interoperability relating to the technical interoperability of
the vehicle and the specific railway system,
c) whether any part of the railway system does not bar operation of this vehicle.
(6) The decision concerning the rail vehicle type approval or the decision regarding the issue of
the certificate of rail vehicle worthiness may define, in succession to the certificates according to
Subsection 3 (d) and the results of the testing operation, the conditions for the use of a rail vehicle for
operation.
(7) Overview of technical operational requirements for structural design of a rail vehicle not
included in the technical specifications of interoperability, assessed by the Rail Administrative
Authority pursuant to Subsection 5, shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
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Section 44
(1) The rail vehicles in service, as specified by implementing regulation, shall be subject to regular
technical inspections to verify the technical condition of any given rail vehicle. The method and
conditions for performing the inspections of technical condition of a rail vehicle shall be laid down by
implementing regulation.
(2) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds out that a rail vehicle in service is in a technical
condition which does not guarantee rail transport operation safety or lacks the properties of the
approved type or if no regular technical inspections of such vehicle have been carried out according to
the respective implementing regulation, the said authority shall take a decision stating the
unworthiness of the respective rail vehicle.
(3) For a rail vehicle approved for the use on a nation-wide or regional rail system, the Rail
Administrative Authority shall assign, upon the request by the vehicle owner, an alphanumeric
identification code. This code shall be marked on the vehicle and entered, together with the vehicle
data, to the register of rail vehicles (Section 49d).
TITLE TWO
COMPETENCE FOR DRIVING RAIL VEHICLES
Chapter 1
Driving of a rail vehicle on a local, tramway, trolleybus and special systems and cable
installations and sidings
Section 45
(1) Rail vehicles on a local, tramway, trolleybus and special system and a cable installation or siding
can be driven only by persons holding a valid rail vehicle driving licence and a valid train driving licence
where a local rail system or a siding is concerned; this does not apply to special systems operated
automatically when a rail vehicle is controlled by a technical system without the presence of a person
driving the rail vehicle.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall issue the rail vehicle driving licence to the applicant
who has proved his or her professional competence by passing an examination. An applicant can take
the examination if he or she
a) reached the prescribed age and education,
b) is reliable for driving (Section 46),
c) proved his or her health fitness,
d) has completed the prescribed education and training program.
(3) The conditions of health fitness, age, and education, the scope of the required professional
knowledge, the manner of performing the education and training and the manner of carrying out the
examinations shall be laid down by an implementing regulation.
(4) The Rail Administrative Authority shall order a check of professional and health fitness for
driving for persons showing driving shortcomings that may endanger the rail transport operation
safety. According to the results of the check, the Rail Administrative Authority may take a decision to
restrict or to cancel the respective rail vehicle driving licence. In case of cancellation of the rail vehicle
driving licence, the Rail Administrative Authority shall withdraw the respective rail vehicle driving
licence.
(5) The Rail Administrative Authority shall order an examination in professional competence and
health fitness of persons for driving if it has justified doubts regarding the health fitness or professional
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competence of such persons. In these cases, the Rail Administrative Authority shall suspend the rail
vehicle driving licence until such time when the reasons for the suspension of the driving licence will
have ceased.
(6) Persons not holding a driving licence may drive a rail vehicle in the course of their driving
training or an examination in rail vehicle driving. While operating a rail vehicle of a non-approved type
for the purpose of trial runs and tests for type approval or type change, the rail vehicle may be driven
by a supplier's employee not holding the respective driving licence only under the supervision of a
railway undertaking's employee responsible for adhering to all principles of rail transport operation
safety.
(7) The maximum period of driving a rail vehicle, the duration of safety breaks and of the rest
period of persons driving a rail vehicle shall be set out for individual rail vehicle types by implementing
regulation.
Section 46
A person shall not be considered reliable for driving a rail vehicle
a) if he or she was sentenced by a final and conclusive court decision for a rail vehicle driving-related
offence or another, intentional, criminal offence, provided that the driving a rail vehicle requirements
and the applicant's character raise fear that he or she might commit an identical or a similar act while
driving a rail vehicle,
b) if he or she was prohibited by a court sentence from driving a rail vehicle.
Section 46a
To establish whether a person referred to in Section 46 has a clean record, the Rail Administrative
Authority will request an extract from the register of criminal records. The request for an extract from
the register of criminal records and the extract from the register of criminal records are submitted
electronically, in a manner that enables remote access.
Chapter 2
Driving a rail vehicle on the nation-wide and regional rail system
Section 46b
(1) Only persons holding a valid train driving licence and valid driver certificate shall be allowed to
drive a rail vehicle on the nation-wide and regional rail system.
(2) The train driving licence issued by another Member State is valid in the Czech Republic,
provided the licence holder is at least 20 years old. Rail vehicle on a nation-wide or regional rail system
can be driven also by the holder of a rail vehicle driving licence valid for a local rail system or siding,
providing it is in the point of contact of mutually interconnected rail systems.
(3) The driver certificate is valid on the railway system or its part for the types of rail vehicles and
uses that are listed therein.
(4) A person without a valid driver certificate can drive a rail vehicle on nation-wide and regional
rail systems only under the supervision of a person who holds a valid driver certificate for the railway
system or its part, if
a) continuity of railway transport has been disturbed, the railway system requires maintenance or
diversion of rail traffic, which is determined by the rail system operator,
b) it is a one-time running of a nostalgic train,
c) it is an exceptional one-time running of a freight train,
d) it is a delivery or a trial/demonstration of a new type of train or traction unit, or
e) in the course of driving training or an examination in rail vehicle driving.
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(5) The railway undertaking must give a prior notice of a running of a rail vehicle driven by a person
without a valid driver certificate to the rail system operator. In the cases referred to in Section 4 (b) to
(e) it must be made no less than 24 hours before the running. The rail system operator must agree to
an exceptional one-time running of a freight train.
(6) Person without a valid train driving licence may drive a rail vehicle on nation-wide or regional
rail system only under the supervision of a person possessing a valid driver certificate for railway
system or its part, type of vehicle and way of use, and only for the purposes of driving training or an
examination in rail vehicle driving.
(7) The rail system operator's special road-rail vehicles that are running on the rail systems after
they were positioned on rails can be driven also by persons without a valid train driving license and a
driver certificate, but solely in cases where, at the same time,
a) the vehicle runs on a rail system operated by the operator of the special road-rail vehicle,
b) the vehicle runs on a rail system where other means of transport cannot be used due to an
extraordinary event,
c) the vehicle runs on a rail system in order to solve and remove the consequences of an
extraordinary event,
d) the running is permitted by the rail system operator and
e) the person without a valid train driving license and a driver certificate who drives a special roadrail vehicle running on the rail systems after being positioned on rails was appropriately instructed by
the rail system operator.
Subchapter 1
Train driving licence
Section 46c
Issue of the licence
(1) The train driving licence shall be issued by the Rail Administrative Authority at the request of
a natural person who
a) reached 20 years of age and achieved the mandatory education,
b) is reliable to drive a rail vehicle under Section 46,
c) is physically and mentally eligible to drive rail vehicles,
d) has demonstrated general professional worthiness for driving of a rail vehicle and performance
of driver's job,
e) has paid the administrative fee to the Rail Administrative Authority.
(2) The train driving licence is valid for 10 years.
(3) The implementing regulations shall specify the minimum level of education.
Section 46d
Health fitness
(1) The applicant demonstrates his/her medical competence by a medical report issued by an
occupational preventive care practitioner and by a traffic-psychological examination report issued by
a psychologist.
(2) The implementing regulations shall specify the medical condition, scope, content and form of
physical and psychological examination of the traffic-psychological examination for issuing of the
report, as well as diseases, defects or conditions that prevent or condition medical fitness, methods of
medical fitness assessment and content of the medical assessment and traffic-psychological
assessment, including periods of validity.
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Section 46e
General professional competence
(1) The applicant demonstrates his/her professional competence by passing the examination
before a commission appointed by a Rail Administrative Authority. The chairman of the committee
shall be an employee of the Rail Administrative Authority.
(2) The committee shall prepare a report on the results of the examination and the chairman shall
pass it to the Rail Administrative Authority and notify the applicant of the test results without undue
delay.
(3) Only an applicant who has completed training for acquisition of relevant knowledge, skills and
procedures may take an examination to demonstrate his/her general professional competence.
(4) Proof of general professional competence by a test is not required if the applicant had been
working without interruption as a train driver for at least 3 years before he or she has applied a train
driving licence.
(5) The implementing regulation shall specify the scope and content of basic general knowledge,
skills and procedures necessary to drive a rail vehicle and to work as a train driver, as well as scope,
content and method of testing, method of test results evaluation, formal and content requirements of
the test result protocol, number of committee members, requirements for members and the scope
and content of training.
Section 46f
Regular medical examinations
(1) Train driving licence holder is obliged to undergo periodic medical examinations to verify that
he or she is still medically fit.
(2) The medical report will be provided by a doctor who carried out the examination to the licence
holder and to the Rail Administrative Authority.
(3) The implementing regulations shall specify the scope, content and form of medical
examination for the report issuing, diseases, defects or conditions that prevent or condition medical
fitness, the medical fitness assessment method, content of the medical report and validity and
frequency of periodic medical examinations.
Section 46g
Duplication and replacement of the licence
(1) The licence holder shall notify the Rail Administrative Authority of the loss, theft, damage to
or destruction of his/her train driving licence without delay. After such notification, the Rail
Administrative Authority will issue the driver a certificate of loss, theft, damage or destruction of the
train driving licence without undue delay. The certificate replaces the lost, stolen, damaged or
destroyed train driving licence and its validity is 30 days since its issuing.
(2) For lost, stolen, damaged or destroyed train driving licence, the Rail Administrative Authority
shall prepare a duplicate of the licence upon a written request of the driver within 20 days of the filing.
(3) If there have been modifications to the train driving licence, the Rail Administrative Authority
shall issue a new train driving licence upon a written request of the driver. The applicant must prove
the modified data and pay an administrative fee. The expiry date of the new licence must match the
expiry date of the replaced licence.
(4) The train driving licence holder is obliged, before taking over the new train driving licence or
its duplicate, to return the existing licence, or the proof of loss, theft, damage or destruction of the
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existing train driving licence (if it has been issued) to the Rail Administrative Authority.
Section 46h
Revocation of the train driving licence
(1) The Rail Administrative Authority shall withdraw the train driving licence of a person who
no longer fulfils the condition of reliability to drive a rail vehicle pursuant to Section 46,
ceased to meet the medical fitness condition, or
asked for the withdrawal.
(2) If engine drivers learn of facts leading to reasonable doubts as to their medical fitness, they
shall without delay notify the railway undertaking or rail system operator that is their employer.
(3) If the Rail Administrative Authority learns of facts leading to reasonable doubts as to medical
fitness, it will order the train driving licence holder to undergo a medical examination within a time,
and if it turns out rail transport is compromised, it will suspend the licence pending the review.
(4) Section 46d applies mutatis mutandis to medical examination.
(5) An appeal against the decision under Subsection 3 shall not have suspensive effect.
a)
b)
c)

Subchapter 2
Driver certificate
Section 46i
Certification process
(1) The driver certificate is issued by the railway undertaking at the request to a natural person
who
a) is in basic employment relationship with the railway undertaking,
b) holds a valid train driving licence and
c) demonstrated special professional competence for
1. driving of a particular type of rail vehicle,
2. driving on specific railway systems or parts thereof and
3. masters Czech language to the extent necessary for driving of railway vehicles on the territory of
the Czech Republic.
(2) The period of validity of the driver certificate is determined by the railway undertaking in
accordance with internal regulations issued pursuant to Section 35(1)(b).
(3) The railway undertaking shall define in the driver certificate the railway system or its part,
types of rail vehicles and their use for which the certificate is valid.
Section 46j
Special professional competence
(1) The applicant demonstrates his/her special professional competence by passing theoretical
and practical tests before a commission appointed by the railway undertaking in accordance with the
internal regulation issued pursuant to Section 35(1)(b). At least 1 member of the commission must be
in a basic employment relationship with the railway undertaking.
(2) The railway undertaking must inform the Rail Administrative Authority about the members of
the examination commission and of the place, date and time of the examination at least 5 working
days before the event.
(3) Knowledge of the Czech language is not verified, if the mother tongue of the applicant is Czech.
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(4) Exam demonstrating special professional competence can only be taken by applicants who
have received training to obtain relevant knowledge, skills and techniques.
(5) The implementing regulation shall specify the scope and content of detailed knowledge, skills
and procedures in accordance with Section 1, the scope, content and method testing, test results
evaluation method and the scope and content of training.
Section 46k
Regular examination of special professional competence
(1) Holder of a driver certificate is required, at intervals determined in an internal regulation
issued pursuant to Section 35(1)(b), to undergo periodic examinations of special professional
competence. Terms for the regular examination must not exceed 3 years.
(2) Holder of a driver certificate is required to undergo a regular examination of special
professional competence if he or she has not undertaken any driving activity on a defined railway
system or part thereof for more than one year.
(3) For regular examination or the special professional competence, Section 46j applies mutatis
mutandis.
Section 46l
Revocation of driver certificate
(1) The railway undertaking shall withdraw the driver certificate from persons who
ceased to hold a valid train driving licence,
no longer meets the condition of special professional competence, or
asked for the withdrawal.
(2) If the railway undertaking learns of facts giving rise to reasonable doubts about the special
professional competence, it shall order the driver certificate holder to undergo a special examination
of his/her professional competence within the specified time, and if rail transport should be
compromised, it will suspend the certificate pending re-examination.
(3) For regular examination of the special professional competence, Section 46j applies mutatis
mutandis.
(4) An appeal against the decision under Subsection 2 shall not have suspensive effect.
a)
b)
c)

Section 46m
Driver certificate expiry
(1) The driver certificate shall become invalid if the basic employment relationship between the
holder and the railway undertaking that issued the certificate has ended. The railway undertaking shall
immediately notify the Rail Administrative Authority of the basic employment relationship
termination.
(2) Upon termination of the basic employment relationship, the driver certificate holder shall
return the certificate to the railway undertaking that issued it. The railway undertaking shall give the
certificate holder a copy of the certificate and any documents confirming the completion of training
and examination.
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Section 46n
Recognition of special professional competence
(1) When issuing the driver certificate, the railway undertaking shall recognize special professional
competences in the scope of theoretical and practical examination or regular examination of special
professional competences that the applicant passed with a previous employer, if
a) the passed test or regular examination relates to the subject of driver certificate under Section
46i (3),
b) as of the day of the application submission, the term of regular examination under Section 46k (1)
has not expired and
c) before applying, the applicant worked as driver on the specified railway system or its part without
interruption, or the interruption has not exceeded 1 year.
(2) Unless a qualification agreement has been negotiated with the employee, the railway
undertaking is obliged, after issuing of the driver certificate, to pay the previous employer with whom
the certificate holder completed theoretical and practical examination or periodic examination of
special professional competences, a proportion of costs incurred by the employer for the training
under Section 46j (4) if
a) the railway undertaking has recognized the special competence pursuant to Section 1 and
b) the basic employment relationship with the previous employer was terminated by a notice or by
agreement.
(3) The costs referred to in Section 2 shall include the actual costs of training necessary for the
completion of theoretical and practical exams or the last regular examination to the extent to which
the test or examination have been recognized. The relative proportion of the costs shall be determined
as the difference between the deadline for regular examinations, expressed in calendar days, and the
number of calendar days in which the employment with the previous employer existed, divided by the
term for regular examination, expressed in calendar days; the resulting value shall be multiplied by the
total costs under the first sentence.
(4) The railway undertaking is obliged, within one month from the driver certificate issuing, to
invite the previous employer of the certificate holder (in writing) to demonstrate the relative
proportion of the costs referred to in Sections 2 and 3, if the railway undertaking has recognized the
special professional competence under Section 1. The railway undertaking will pay the relative
proportion of costs to the previous employer within three months from the receipt of all materials,
unless both parties agree otherwise.
Section 46o
Training
(1) Training pursuant to Section 46e (3) and Section 46j (4) can only be provided by natural or legal
persons that have been granted accreditation to carry out this activity by the Rail Administrative
Authority.
(2) Accreditation shall be granted by the Railway Administrative Authority to legal or natural
persons who prove that
a) they hold a business license,
b) they have created a plan to provide theoretical and practical parts of the training, which
determine the organization, scope and manner of execution of training, including a control system,
c) theoretical and practical parts of the training will be provided by people with sufficient
qualifications and experience and driving training will be provided by persons who hold a valid train
driving license and a driver certificate,
d) have the right to use non-residential premises and equipment necessary to provide the training,
e) they have ensured practical training on rail vehicles and
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f)

has paid the administrative fee to the Rail Administrative Authority.
(3) A person who has been accredited to provide training is obliged to
a) provide training pursuant to the schedule created,
b) provide training by professionally competent persons and
c) have the right throughout the whole period of operation to use non-residential premises to
operate their business, have the equipment necessary to provide the training and have the premises
and equipment available at all times and
d) ensure practical training on rail vehicles.
(4) The Rail Administrative Authority shall withdraw the accreditation to provide training from
persons who repeatedly or grossly breached their obligations under Section 3.
(5) The Rail Administrative Authority shall publish and regularly update, in a manner allowing
remote access, a list of persons who have been granted accreditation.
Subchapter 3
Supervision and registers
Section 46p
(1) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds that a holder of the train driving license issued by a
competent authority of another Member State no longer meets the medical fitness condition, the Rail
Administrative Authority shall ask the authority to review the medical fitness of the license holder or
to suspend the license. If safety of railway transport is at risk, the Rail Administrative Authority shall
prohibit the train driving license holder from driving rail vehicles until the time the competent authority
under the first sentence communicates its decision. An appeal against the rail vehicle driving ban does
not have suspensive effect.
(2) If the requested authority is the Rail Administrative Authority, it shall examine the request and
communicate its decision to the requesting authority, the European Commission and the competent
authorities of the Member States within 28 days of delivery.
(3) If the Rail Administrative Authority does not agree with the decision of another Member State
body under Section 1, it shall submit the issue to the European Commission. A rail vehicle driving ban
imposed under Section 1 can in such case be prolonged until the European Commission issues its
decision.
(4) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds that the driver certificate holder no longer meets the
condition of special professional competence, it asks the railway undertaking or the rail system
operator who issued the certificate for examination of special professional competences of the
certificate holder or for suspension of the certificate. If safety of railway transport is at risk, the Rail
Administrative Authority shall prohibit the driver certificate holder from driving rail vehicles until the
time the railway undertaking or the rail system operator communicate their decision. An appeal
against the rail vehicle driving ban does not have suspensive effect. The Rail Administrative Authority
shall also advise the European Commission and authorities that issue train driving licenses in other
Member States of this ban.
(5) The Rail Administrative Authority shall inform the European Commission and the competent
authorities of the Member States of the procedure pursuant to Sections 1 and 4 without undue delay.
Section 46q
The railway undertaking shall regularly review the drivers to whom it has issued the driver
certificate. Should the review result in doubts about the medical fitness of the driver or if temporary
health incapacity of the driver exceeds 3 months, the railway undertaking shall immediately notify the
Rail Administrative Authority.
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Section 46r
(1) Data records concerning individuals to whom the train driving license has been issued is kept
in a register of licenses, which is an information system of public administration under other legislation.
The register of licenses is administered by the Rail Administrative Authority. The Rail Administrative
Authority regularly updates the information kept in the register.
(2) The railway undertaking keeps and regularly updates records of the persons to whom it has
issued the driver certificate in the register of driver certificates, which is an information system of
public administration under other legislation.
(3) Data recorded in the registers referred to in Sections 1 and 2, the data format, access rights to
the registers, the information changing procedure, retention periods and procedures in case of
bankruptcy of the railway undertaking are defined in directly applicable regulations of the European
Union.5c)
TITLE THREE
Repealed
Section 46s
Repealed
TITLE FOUR
SPECIFIED TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT
Section 47
(1) The following specified technical equipment shall be subject to supervision pursuant to this
Act: pressure, gas, electric, lifting, and transport equipment; equipment for the protection from
negative impacts of reverse traction currents, provided that the respective technical equipment serves
for securing the operation of the rail system, rail transport, or drag lifts or water ski lifts.
(2) The conditions for the design, manufacture and operation of specified technical equipment
and its specifications shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(3) The operational worthiness of the specified equipment shall be approved before its
commissioning. The Rail Administrative Authority shall approve the operational worthiness by granting
the operability certificate.
(4) The Rail Administrative Authority shall issue an operability certificate of the specified technical
equipment on the basis of a technical inspection and the test to be ensured by the manufacturer or
another person that proves legal interest in the approval of the specified technical equipment, on their
own account with a given legal person appointed by the Ministry of Transport. If the specified technical
equipment is at the same time the specified product pursuant to special regulation, the basis for the
decision of the Rail Administrative Authority shall be the certificate of conformity issued in accordance
with special regulation.7i)
(5) As far as a cableway or drag lift as per directly applicable European Union regulation in the

5c)

7i)

Commission Decision of 29 October 2009 on the adoption of basic parameters for registers of train driving
licences and complementary certificates provided for under Directive 2007/59/ (2010/17/EC)
Section 13 of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., as amended.
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area of cableway installations19) are concerned, the fitness of electric and transport specified technical
equipment for operation shall be together approved by the Rail Administrative Authority, i.e. after
submitting 1 application only. The contractor shall submit this application together with a safety report
and other documents required by directly applicable European Union regulation in the area of
cableway installations.19) The Rail Administrative Authority shall issue 1 operability certificate of
electric and transport specified technical equipment, if the construction of the cableway or drag lift
and the set of subsystems and safety components of the cableway or drag lift meet the basic
requirements established by directly applicable European Union regulation in the area of cableway
installations.19) Sections 43 and 44 shall not apply to a rail vehicle which is defined as a subsystem
according to directly applicable European Union regulation in the area of cableway installations.19)
(6) In operating a rail system and in rail transport operation, only specified technical equipment
with a valid operability certificate may be used.
Section 48
(1) The specified technical equipment in operation shall be subject to periodic revisions,
inspections, and tests to verify their technical condition and operational worthiness. The revision,
examination and tests of the specified technical equipment during its operation may only be carried
out by persons holding a valid certificate of professional competence. The Rail Administrative Authority
shall issue the certificate of professional competence. The scope of professional knowledge and the
mode of verifying such knowledge shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
(2) If the Rail Administrative Authority finds out that the specified technical equipment shows
considerable shortcomings possibly interfering with its safe operation, the said authority shall withhold
the operability certificate and shall take a decision on operating unworthiness of the specified technical
equipment.
(3) Upon its discovery of shortcomings in the activity of a person performing revisions, inspections
or tests of specified technical equipment significantly compromising the process of operability
certification and operational safety of the specified technical equipment, the Rail Administrative
Authority shall suspend the operability certificate attesting to the professional competence of such
person.
TITLE FIVE
EXTRAORDINARY EVENTS
Section 49
(1) An extraordinary event shall mean the accident or incident which occurred in connection with
the operation of the rail transport or the movement of a rail vehicle on a rail system or in a rail system
district border and which endangered or disturbed
a) the safety of the rail transport operation,
b) the safety of persons,
c) safe function of constructions or facilities, or
d) the environment.
(2) An accident shall mean the event causing death or damage to health or other damage.
A serious accident shall mean the accident resulting from the collision or derailing of rail vehicles
causing death, damage to health to at least five people, or a considerable damage – as defined by the
Criminal Code – to the rail vehicle, rail system or environment, or other accident with similar
consequences. An incident shall mean the event referred to in Subsection 1 other than accident.
19)

Regulation (EU) 2016/424 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on cableway
installations and repealing Directive 2000/9/EC.
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(3) The rail system operator and the railway undertaking shall have the obligation:
a) to notify without delay the Rail Safety Inspection of any extraordinary event and, at the same
time, the Police of the Czech Republic of any serious accident and any accident causing a considerable
damage as defined by the Criminal Code,
b) to secure the location of the extraordinary event and to document the overall situation at the
time of the accident,
c) to secure the unblocking of the rail system to resume the rail system operation or the rail
transport operation, unless other circumstances prevent them from doing so, providing the unblocking
is approved by the Rail Safety Authority,
d) to detect the causes and circumstances of the rise of extraordinary events in the rail transport
operation and make arrangements for their prevention,
e) to redress, upon the occurrence of extraordinary events, the detected shortcomings, the causes
and harmful effects of the latter.
PART EIGHT
THE OPERATIONAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL INTEROPERABILITY OF THE EUROPEAN RAIL SYSTEM
Section 49a
(1) The operational and technological interoperability (hereinafter referred to as
"interoperability") of the European Rail System shall mean its capability to enable safe and
uninterrupted movement of a rail vehicle on the rail systems of the European Rail System.
(2) To ensure the interoperability of rail systems located on the territory of the Czech Republic,
which are included in the European Rail System, such rail systems must conform to the given technical
specifications for interoperability and meet the basic requirements pertaining to the structural and
operating conditions.
(3) A joint representative organ appointed by the European Commission8a) sets the technical
specifications for interoperability. The technical specifications for interoperability are published by the
European Commission in the Official Journal of the European Union.8a),8b)
(4) The structural and operating subsystems of the European Rail System and the basic
requirements regarding the structural and operating conditions shall be laid down by implementing
regulation.
(5) The conformity assessment or appropriateness respecting the use of the individual elements
of interoperability of the European Rail System's subsystems is subject to special legislation.7f)
Section 49b
(1) The owner and operator of a rail system that forms or will become part of the European Rail
System is obliged to ensure adherence to the basic requirements regarding the structural and
operative conditions and technical specifications for interoperability while performing any
construction or modernization of a rail system or a structure on the rail system or in the course of their
commissioning, operating, and maintenance.
8a)

8a)

8b)

7f)

Directive of the European Parliament and Council No. 2001/16/EC on the interoperability of the transEuropean conventional rail system.
Directive of the European Parliament and Council No. 2001/16/EC on the interoperability of the transEuropean conventional rail system.
Directive of the European Parliament and Council No. 1996/48/EC on the interoperability of the transEuropean high-speed rail system.
Section 11 of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on technical requirements for products and on the amendment and
supplement of certain Acts, as amended.
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(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall issue its decision on approving, as fit for use, the
structure of a newly built or modernized rail system that will become part of the European Rail System,
under the condition that the rail system owner or operator submits a conformity assessment with the
technical specifications for interoperability (hereinafter referred to as "certificate of conformity"). A
certificate of conformity shall be issued by a legal person, namely an authorized person appointed by
the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology, and Testing according to a special regulation,7f)
(3) The manufacturer of rail vehicles and the manufacturer of the designated technological
equipment will ensure that the construction and technical state of the rail vehicles and the designated
technological equipment of the rail system that constitute or will become part of the European Rail
System meet the basic requirements regarding the structural and operating conditions and technical
specifications for interoperability. The provisions of Sections 43, 44, a 47 of this Act, shall govern the
approval of technical worthiness of the rail vehicles and the designated technological equipment.
(4) The railway undertaking shall be obliged to perform rail transport operation on a rail system,
which is or will become part of the European Rail System, only by means of a rail vehicle meeting the
basic requirements with respect to the structural and operating conditions, as well as the technical
specifications for interoperability.
(5) The Rail Administrative Authority shall decide, upon the railway undertaking's request, on the
conditions for operating a rail vehicle, for which no technical specifications for interoperability on rail
systems have been elaborated.
Section 49c
(1) The technical specifications for interoperability may be dispensed with under the following
circumstances:
a) in the course of the construction of a new rail system or the modernization of a rail system, which
had been commenced prior to the publication of the technical specifications for interoperability in the
Official Journal of the European Communities,
b) in case of a new type approval or upgrading of a rail vehicle, if the Rail Administrative Authority
received the application for type approval or upgrade before publishing the technical specifications of
interoperability in the Official Journal of the European Union,
c) in the course of restoration, extension or modernization of a rail system, providing that the
adherence to the technical specification of interoperability could possibly endanger the economic
realization of the project or the compatibility of the rail system,
d) following the restoration of a rail system in connection with an accident or natural disaster,
inasmuch as it is impracticable, in the interest of the rapid renewal of the rail transport operation on
a rail system, to enforce adherence to the technical specifications for interoperability,
e) for rail vehicles travelling to and from countries whose rail gauge is different from the rail gauge
of the European rail system,
if the European Commission so decides based upon a proposal from the Czech Republic.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority announces to the European Commission cases of noncompliance with technical specifications of interoperability in construction of a new railway system or
its upgrading pursuant to Section 1(a) or in new type approval or upgrading of a rail vehicle pursuant
to Section 1(b).
(3) The Railway Administrative Authority shall inform the European Commission of the list of
projects pursuant to Section 1(a) and (b) that are at an advanced stage of development within one
year from entering of the technical specifications of interoperability into force.
(4) If during introduction of structural subsystems of the European rail system into service the
technical specifications of interoperability are not complied with, the Rail Administrative Authority
shall notify the European Commission of
a) the reasons why technical specifications for interoperability have not been implemented,
b) the technical and operating characteristics of the railway system and rail vehicle structural design,
c) the authorized person who assesses fulfilment of requirements for structural subsystems.
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Section 49d
(1) The Rail Authority shall maintain a register of the individual components of the subsystems of
newly constructed or modernized rail systems included in the European Rail System and the register
of rail vehicles of the owners with the registered office or place of residence in the Czech Republic,
which are intended for operation on a nation-wide and regional rail system. The manner of maintaining
the registers and the selection of data contained therein shall be laid down by implementing
regulation.
(2) The data on individual components of the subsystems of newly constructed or modernized rail
systems included in the European Rail System shall be provided to the Rail Authority by the rail system
operator within 15 days from launching the component of the subsystem into use.
(3) Data on the vehicle that is designed to operate on nation-wide or regional rail systems are
provided to the Rail Administrative Authority by the rail vehicle owner within 15 days after the entry
of the vehicle into service or, if there is a change in the data entered in the rail vehicle register, within
15 days of the change.
(4) Data from the rail vehicle register and the data from the register of subsystems components
are provided by the Rail Authority to the authorities of the Member States that maintain rail vehicle
registries and registers of subsystems components, and to the bodies of the Member States who
investigate causes of accidents in railway transport, in a manner enabling remote access. The Rail
Authority, at the reasonable request, shall provide information kept in the rail vehicle register to the
European Union Agency for Railways, rail system operator, railway undertaking and other persons
listed in the register.
Section 49e
(1) The Rail Authority exercising state supervision shall oversee the continuing interoperability of
the railway designated for integration in the European Rail System upon the rail system's
commissioning and, regularly, once in three months, verify whether the structural and operational
subsystems meet, in the course of their operation and maintenance, the basic requirements respecting
the structural and operational conditions, as well as the technical specifications for interoperability.
A request for the change of the technical specifications of interoperability shall contain:
a) an identification of the author of the technical specification of interoperability,
b) the number of the technical specification of interoperability,
c) a description of the factual problem and proposed solutions for change.
(3) If the Rail Authority finds out that the component of operational and technical interoperability
of the subsystem for which the certificate of conformity or suitability for use was issued does not meet
the basic requirements regarding the structural and operating conditions, it shall take the decision on
the imposing a protective measure to prevent further use of the component of operational and
technical interoperability of the subsystem, and to ensure its withdrawal from the market. Similar
procedure shall be followed if the notified body issued a certificate of conformity or if the
manufacturer issued a declaration of conformity for a component of operational and technical
interoperability subsystem, which is not in conformity. Imposing of a protective measure shall be
notified by The Rail Authority to the Ministry of Industry and Trade. The procedure for imposing of a
protective measure and for notifying thereof shall be defined in a special regulation.8c)
(4) If the Rail Authority finds out that the structural subsystem for which a certificate of
conformity, or a suitability for use was issued does not fully comply with the respective technical
specification of interoperability, or if it does not meet the basic requirements regarding the structural
and operating conditions, it shall take the decision on the imposing a protective measure to prevent
8c)

Section 7 and 9 of Act No. 102/2001 Coll. on general safety of products and on the amendment to some Acts
(Act on General Safety of Products) as amended by Act No. 277/2003 Coll.
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further use of the structural subsystem and implementation of further compliance assessment by an
authorized person. Decisions under the first sentence and the reasons for it shall be communicated by
the Rail Authority to the European Commission, without undue delay.
(5) If a structural subsystem has not been issued technical specifications of interoperability or if it
was awarded an exemption under Section 49c (1), or if operation of a structural subsystem requires
compliance with technical requirements that are not part of the technical specifications of
interoperability, the Rail Authority shall compile an overview of technical requirements concerning
structural design of a rail vehicle and a survey of building-technical conditions for railway system
operation regarding operation of a structural subsystem, and shall provide it to the European
Commission.
(6) The Rail Authority shall publish an annual report of its activities during the calendar year and
shall submit the report to the European Rail Agency by 30 September of the subsequent calendar year.
The content of the annual report shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
PART NINE
OFFENCES
Section 50
Offences of natural persons
(1) A natural person commits an offence if he or she
a) enters, in contradiction with Section 4a (1), on a rail system or within the rail system district border
on points inaccessible to the public,
b) carries out activities in the protective zone of the rail system in contradiction with Section 9 (1),
c) disturbs, or endangers the rail system operation or the rail transport operation or causes damage
to the components of the rail system or to the rail vehicle,
d) intentionally causes damage to the rail system construction, a structure on the rail system or
another equipment that is a part of such structure, or intentionally disturbs activity of a rail system
equipment or rail system feeder,
e) in contradiction with Section 22 (4), pays no heed to rail system operator instructions within the
rail system border,
f) becomes a member of the statutory or control body or an employee of the rail system operator,
Allocator or Independent Allocator in contradiction with Section 22b (2), Section 32 (2), (3) or (6) or
Section 42a (2),
g) in contradiction with Section 32a (4) does not refrain, as a member of the Allocator's statutory
body or the Allocator's employee, from the activities stated in Section 32a (3) (a), (b), (c) or (d) or does
not refrain from these activities within 6 months from the day of the termination of his or her
membership of the Allocator's statutory body or his or her employment relationship with the Allocator,
h) breaches the transport terms for the carriage of dangerous goods as defined in Section 37 (2) (j)
or Section 37 (3) (d),
i) as the owner of a rail vehicle, fails to provide information as defined in Section 49d (3),
j) fails to hand in, in contradiction with Section 30 (3), the invalid licence to the Rail Administrative
Authority,
k) as the rail system operator's employee or statutory body member and in contradiction with
Section 42a (3), receives pecuniary or other performance from other entrepreneur within the same
vertically integrated undertaking,
l) as a person performing the essential functions breaches the obligation of confidentiality as per
Section 42a (4), or
m) fails to enable, in contradiction with Section 53d (2), the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors to
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carry out their duties without undue delay.
(2) A natural person as a rail system owner commits an offence if he or she
a) fails to ensure, in contradiction with Section 20 (1), the maintenance and repairs of the rail system
in the extent necessary for its operability, or fails to enable the contact of the rail system with other
rail systems, or
b) fails to ensure, in contradiction with Section 21 (1), the rail system operation.
(3) A natural person as the owner of a nation-wide or regional rail system also commits offence if
he or she
a) fails to provide for the development and modernization of the rail system as defined in Section
20 (2),
b) fails to offer, in contradiction with Section 20 (3), to the State the purchase of a rail system as he
or she becomes unable to ensure its further operation, or
c) fails to allow, in the situation defined in Section 21 (1), another authorized person to operate the
rail system.
(4) A natural person as a safety advisor for carriage of dangerous goods commits an offence if he
or she
a) fails to prepare the annual report as defined in sub-section 1.8.3.3 of the Regulations concerning
the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail8d) (hereinafter referred to as "RID"), or
b) fails to issue an accident report as defined in the sub-section 1.8.3.6 of RID.
(5) A fine up to the following amounts may be imposed for offences:
a) CZK 10,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (a), (e), (i) or (j), or Subsection 4,
b) CZK 50,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (m),
c) CZK 200,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (f), (g) or (l),
d) CZK 1,000,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (b), (c), (d) or (k), or
e) CZK 10,000,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (h), or Subsection 2 or 3.
Offences of legal persons and business-conducting natural persons
Section 51
(1) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence if he or she
a) carries out, in contradiction with Section 4a (1), business activities in the rail system district,
b) as the owner of the network of technological equipment located within the rail system district
fails to obey, in case of accident of the network, the instructions issued by the rail system operator
issued according to Section 5a (3),
c) as the owner of the network of technological equipment located within the rail system district or
within the protective zone of the rail system, fails to ensure, in the case defined in Section 5a (5), the
operation, maintenance and repairs of such network so that they may not cause threat to life, health
or property of persons,
d) carries out activities in the protective zone of the rail system in contradiction with Section 9 (1),
e) disturbs, or endangers the rail system operation or the rail transport operation or causes damage
to the components of the rail system or to the rail vehicle,
f) causes damage to the rail system construction, a structure on the rail system or another
equipment that is a part of such structure, or disturbs activity of a rail system equipment or rail system
feeder,
g) operates a rail system, in contradiction with Section 11 (1), without an official permit,
h) operates rail transport, in contradiction with Section 24a (1) (b) or 24a (2) (b), without a valid
license,
i) allocates the rail system capacity or performs the essential functions for the rail system operator
without being authorised to do so as per Section 32 (3),
8d)

Decree No. 8/1985 Coll., on the convention on international rail transport (COTIF), as amended.
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j) breaches the transport terms for the carriage of dangerous goods as defined in Section 37 (2) (j)
or Section 37 (3) (d),
k) as the owner of a rail vehicle, fails to provide information as defined in Section 49d (3),
l) fails to hand in, in contradiction with Section 30 (3), the invalid licence to the Rail Administrative
Authority,
m) fails to enable, in contradiction with Section 53d (2), the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors to
carry out their duties without undue delay.
(2) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the owner of a rail
system if he or she
a) fails to ensure, in contradiction with Section 20 (1), the maintenance and repairs of the rail system
in the extent necessary for its operability, or fails to enable the contact of the rail system with other
rail systems, or
b) fails to ensure, in contradiction with Section 21 (1), the rail system operation.
(3) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the owner of a nationwide or regional rail system if he or she
a) fails to provide for the development and modernization of the rail system as defined in Section
20 (2),
b) fails to offer, in contradiction with Section 20 (3), to the State the purchase of a rail system as he
or she becomes unable to ensure its further operation, or
c) fails to allow, in the situation defined in Section 21 (1), another authorized person to operate the
rail system.
(4) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the rail system operator
if he or she
a) fails to notify changes related to data and documents defined as essentials of the application for
granting the official permit or fails to submit the documents proving them to the Rail Administrative
Authority according to Section 17 (2),
b) fails to notify the Rail Administrative Authority and the rail system owner, in accordance with the
Section 18 (1), prior to submitting a proposal for terminating the official permit for rail system
operation,
c) operates the rail system in contradiction with Section 22 (1) (a),
d) fails to ensure that the rail system operation is performed by persons meeting the health fitness
and professional competence requirements in accordance with Section 22 (1) (c),
e) fails to make public the timetables, including their changes, of the public rail passenger service in
accordance with Section 22 (1) (d),
f) fails to designate, in contradiction with Section 22 (1) (e), the stations (stops) he or she operates,
g) operates the specified technological equipment in contradiction with Section 22 (1) (f),
h) restricts the rail system operation or a part thereof in contradiction with Section 23b or 23c (3),
or fails to inform, in contradiction with Section 23c (4), the railway undertaking, the rail system owner,
the rail system operator, the Authority or the Rail Administrative Authority about this restriction,
i) fails to issue, in contradiction with Section 22b (1), an internal regulation defining the measures
to prevent discriminatory behaviour and conflict of interest of members of the statutory body and
control body and managers against railway undertakings; or fails to ensure that the internal regulation
is observed,
j) uses the financial resources provided for rail system operation from public budgets in
contradiction with Section 22b (3) or Section 42b (1),
k) fails to enable the railway undertaking, in contradiction with Section 23 (1) (a), to utilize the
allocated rail system capacity,
l) fails to enable the railway undertaking, in contradiction with Section 23 (1) (b), to access the
services provided,
m) breaches Section 23 (1) (c) by negotiating the price for the use of the rail system and the allocation
of its capacity in a discriminatory way,
n) fails to enable the railway undertaking, in contradiction with Section 23 (1) (d), to operate the rail
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operation on a rail system,
o) fails to enable the railway undertaking, in contradiction with Section 23 (1) (e), to use the rail
system to re-route impassable sections of the railway infrastructure,
p) fails to maintain, in contradiction with Section 23 (1) (f), a list of rail systems and their parts
operated by the rail system operator,
q) constructs, upgrades, maintains and repairs the rail system operated by him or her in
contradiction with Section 23 (1) (h),
r) fails to develop, in contradiction with Section 23 (5), the capacity analysis of the congested rail
system,
s) fails to adopt, in contradiction with Section 23 (6), the plan to reduce or remove the congestion
of the rail system,
t) remunerates, in contradiction with Section 42a (3), their statutory body member or employee in
dependence on economic results achieved by the railway undertaking within a vertically integrated
undertaking of which this rail system operator is part,
u) fails to ensure, in contradiction with Section 42a (4), that normally unavailable information about
the essential functions remain accessible only to persons performing essential functions,
v) takes into account, in contradiction with Section 42a (5), an instruction of railway undertaking or
other entrepreneur coming under the same vertically integrated undertaking, which could lead to the
commencement or termination of employment relationships with the operator's employees
performing essential functions,
w) in contradiction with Section 42c (1), fails to establish branches or does not satisfy other
obligations associated with the established branches, as referred to in Section 42c (2), (3) or (4), or
x) fails to provide information referred to in Section 49d (2).
(5) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the operator of a
nation-wide or regional rail system if he or she
a) operates, in contradiction with Section 11 (1), the rail system without the rail system operator's
safety certificate,
b) fails to ensure financially due operation of the rail system in accordance with Section 22 (2) (a),
c) fails to provide, in contradiction with Section 22 (2) (b), the documents proving the continuing
financial ability to perform due rail system operation,
d) fails to submit annual report on the safe operation of the rail referred to in Section 22 (2) (e),
e) fails to determine the range of the transport services provided for the carriage of passengers and
goods or fails to publish it in the Transportation and Tariff Bulletin in accordance with Section 23 (2)
(b),
f) fails to notify, in contradiction with Section 23a (4), the Rail Administrative Authority of the
changes in data submitted in the application for issuing of a rail system operator's safety certificate, or
fails to submit, in contradiction with Section 23a (2), documents proving them,
g) fails to draw up the timetable according to Section 40 (1),
h) fails to provide the data from a valid timetable to the Ministry of Transport that shall use them to
maintain the Nation-wide Information System on Timetables as required by Section 40 (2), or
i) uses, in contradiction with Section 62 (4), the financial resources provided for rail system
operation from public budgets for other purposes, or fails to keep separate accounting.
(6) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the operator of a siding
if he or she
a) fails to enable the railway undertaking, in contradiction with Section 22a (3), to use a siding
accessible to the public in a non-discriminatory manner for the access to other rail system, service
facility, other equipment or handling point,
b) in contradiction with Section 22a (5), neglects liability to notify the Authority, or
c) in contradiction with Section 33 (8), fails to develop, review or publish the network statement.
(7) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the rail system operator
or railway undertaking if he or she
a) in contradiction with Section 22b (4), concludes a credit or loan contract or take any similar legal
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action,
b) fails to report any extraordinary event in the rail transport operation in accordance with Section
49 (3) (a),
c) fails to secure the location of the extraordinary event or fails to document the overall situation at
the time of the extraordinary event in accordance with Section 49 (3) (b),
d) fails to secure the unblocking of the rail system to resume the rail system operation or the rail
transport operation in accordance with Section 49 (3) (c),
e) fails to detect the causes and circumstances of the rise of extraordinary events in the rail transport
operation in accordance with Section 49 (3) (d), or
f) fails to take arrangements in order to prevent the occurrence of extraordinary events in
accordance with Section 49 (3) (e).
(8) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as an entrepreneur that
is part of a vertically integrated undertaking if he or she
a) concludes a credit or loan contract with other entrepreneur within the same undertaking or takes
any similar legal action under conditions contradicting Section 42b (2), or provides performance that
does not comply with requirements laid down in Section 42b (2) to other entrepreneur within the same
undertaking under a credit or loan contract or any other similar legal action,
b) in contradiction with Section 42b (3), provides performance to the rail system operator that is
part of the same undertaking,
c) in contradiction with Section 42b (4), accessions, satisfies, assumes or secures the debt of the rail
system operator within the same undertaking, or
d) does not keep separate accounting in contradiction with Section 42b (5).
(9) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the operator of the
service facility if he or she
a) fails to provide the railway undertaking, in contradiction with Section 23d (1), with the service
directly linked with the rail transport operation, or he or she provides the service in a discriminatory
way, or
b) fails to ensure, in contradiction with Section 23f, that the services are provided via a branch office
and the provision of the services is subject to separate accounting.
(10)
A fine up to the following amounts may be imposed for offences:
a) CZK 10,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (l),
b) CZK 100,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (m),
c) CZK 200,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 4 (p), (r) or (s),
d) CZK 1,000,000 in case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (e), (f), (i) or (k), Subsection 4 (a), (b),
(e), (f), (i), (j), (t), (u), (v), (w) or (x), or Subsection 5 (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h) or (i), Subsection 6, or
Subsection 7 (a), Subsection 8 or Subsection 9, or
e) CZK 10,000,000 in case the offence defined in Subsection 1 (a), (b), (c), (d), (g), (h), or (j),
Subsection 2, Subsection 3, Subsection 4 (c), (d), (g), (h), (k), (l), (m), (n), (o) or (q), Subsection 5 (a) o
Subsection 7 (b), (c), (d), (e) or (f).
(11)
In case of the offence defined in Subsection 1 (a), (d), (g), (h), or (j) a ban on operation
may be imposed as well.
Section 51a
Repealed
Section 52
(1) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the railway undertaking
if he or she
a) operates the rail transport in contradiction with Section 24a (1) (a) or 24a (2) (a),
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b) fails to notify the Rail Administrative Authority of the change of data contained in the licence
before the deadline referred to in Section 29 (2),
c) operates rail transport in contradiction with Section 35 (1) (a),
d) utilises, in contradiction with Section 35 (1) (d), for the rail transport operation a rail vehicle
without a valid operability certificate or in a technical condition that does not correspond to the
approved worthiness,
e) fails to comply with Section 35 (1)(e) requiring that a rail vehicle must be driven by a person with
a valid rail vehicle driving license,
f) fails to ensure that the rail transport is operated by person meeting the health fitness and
professional competence requirements in accordance with Section 35 (1) (f),
g) fails to adhere while operating rail transport to the instructions of the rail system operator issued
in accordance with Section 35 (1) (g).
h) fails to ensure issuing of driver certificates in compliance with Section 46i (1),
i) does not carry out regular reviews pursuant to Section 46q of drivers to whom it has issued driver
certificates, or
j) fails to ensure, in compliance with Section 46r (2), management and regular updating of driver
certificates register and providing of information from the register in accordance with the directly
applicable European Union regulation.5c)
(2) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as a railway undertaking
on a nation-wide or regional rail system if he or she
a) operates, in contradiction with Section 24a (1) (b), rail transport without a valid railway
undertaking's safety certificate,
b) fails to notify, in contradiction with Section 34h (5), the Rail Administrative Authority of the
changes in data submitted in the application for issuing of railway undertaking's safety certificate or
fails to submit documents proving them,
c) fails to ensure financially due rail transport operations in accordance with Section 35 (2) (a)
d) fails to provide, in contradiction with Section 35 (2) (b), the documents proving the continuing
financial ability to perform due rail system operation,
e) failed to take out, in contradiction with Section 35 (2) (d), the insurance against the obligation to
compensate for the damage resulting from the rail transport, or
f) fails to submit, in contradiction with Section 35 (2) (g), the annual report on the safe operation of
the rail transport.
(3) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as railway undertaking in
public rail transport operation if he or she
a) fails to ensure, in the public passenger transport, pre-medical first aid in case of serious accident
or an accident in accordance with Section 36 (1) (f),
b) fails to ensure, in cases defined in Section 36 (1) (g), substitute transport for interrupted public
passenger rail transport operation,
c) in contradiction with Section 36 (1) (h), fails to develop a plan of providing support to passengers
in case of delayed arrival or departure of a train, or fails to ensure its observance,
d) fails to designate individual rail vehicle or set of rail vehicles in accordance with Section 36 (1) (i),
e) restricts or stops the rail transport operation in contradiction with the Section 38 (7), or
f) fails to make public the temporary restriction or cessation of the public rail transport operation in
accordance with Section 38 (2) or fails to notify it to the Rail Administrative Authority in accordance
with Section 38 (7).
(4) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as a railway undertaking
providing transport services within the scope of public service obligations, if it uses, in contradiction
with Section 62 (4), the financial resources provided for public rail passenger transport from public
budgets for other purposes, or fails to keep separate accounting.
5c)

Commission Decision of 29 October 2009 on the adoption of basic parameters for registers of train driving
licences and complementary certificates provided for under Directive 2007/59/ (2010/17/EC).
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(5) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as railway undertaking
operating a public rail passenger service on a tramway system, a trolleybus system, special rail systems,
and cableway installations if he or she fails to submit, before commencing the rail transport operation,
the timetable to the Rail Administrative Authority for approval in accordance with Section 41 (1).
(6) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence if it, contrary to the
directly applicable regulation of the European Union stipulating rail passengers' rights and
obligations,17)
a) as a railway undertaking or ticket vendor fails to inform the passengers at a station with no ticket
counter or vending machine of the possibility to buy the tickets by phone or through the internet or
on the train, and of the nearest station or place where ticket counters or vending machines are
available,
b) as a railway undertaking or station operator fails to implement non-discriminatory access rules
applicable to transport of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility and orientation,
c) as a railway undertaking, ticket vendor, travel office operator or travel agency operator, when
booking or selling tickets to disabled persons or persons with reduced mobility and orientation,
requests them to pay additional cost, which he or she does not require in similar cases,
d) as a railway undertaking, ticket vendor, travel office operator or travel agency operator he or she
improperly refused to accept a reservation or a sell a ticket to a disabled person or person with reduced
mobility and orientation or improperly demanded that these people should be accompanied by
another person,
e) as a railway undertaking, ticket vendor, travel office operator or travel agency operator fails to
provide requested information on conditions of carriage for disabled persons or persons with reduced
mobility and orientation, and on accessibility of rail vehicles and equipment for these persons,
f) as a railway undertaking, ticket vendor, travel office operator or travel agency operator fails to
notify disabled person or person with reduced mobility and orientation upon request, in writing, within
5 working days, of the reasons why they refused to accept booking, issue a ticket or why they
demanded that the person should be accompanied by another person,
g) as a railway undertaking or railway station operator fails to ensure that stations, platforms and
trains, as well as other elements are accessible to disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility
and orientation, in contradiction with relevant technical specifications of interoperability,
h) as a railway undertaking or railway station operator fails to provide disabled persons or persons
with reduced mobility and orientation with free assistance when boarding the train, getting off the
train or transferring between trains in staffed stations,
i) as a railway undertaking or railway station operator fails to put up, in an unstaffed station, simply
accessible information about the nearest staffed stations and available assistance for disabled persons
or persons with reduced mobility and orientation,
j) as a railway undertaking it does not take action on complaints within 1 month and in justified
cases within 3 months of the submission,
k) as a railway undertaking fails to define service quality standards for passenger and introduce a
quality management system,
l) as a railway undertaking fails to publish a report on the service quality performance provided by
30 June of the calendar year,
m) as a railway undertaking, ticket vendor, travel office operator or travel agency operator fails to
inform passengers about their rights and obligations under the directly applicable European Union
regulation stipulating rail passengers' rights and obligations17) when selling tickets, or
n) as a railway undertaking or station operator fails to inform passengers in the train station or in
the train of the address of the administrative authority referred to in Section 55 (3) in an appropriate
manner.
17)

Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on rail
passengers’ rights and obligations.
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(7) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as a capacity allocator of
a railway infrastructure if he or she
a) in contradiction with Section 32a (1), takes into account instruction of the railway undertaking or
other entrepreneur in relation to the performance of essential functions or tolerates any other
significant intervention in the decision-making process concerning the essential functions,
b) fails to develop or publish the network statement and fails to enable the persons involved to
comment on the network statement content as required by Section 33 (1), or
c) fails to allocate the rail system capacity according to Sections 34, 34a or 34b, or allocates the rail
system capacity in contradiction with Section 34d (1) or (4).
(8) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as the Independent
Allocator if he or she
a) fails to issue, in contradiction with Section 32a (5), an internal regulation defining the measures
to prevent discriminatory behaviour and conflict of interest of members of the statutory body and
control body and managers against railway undertakings; or fails to ensure that the internal regulation
is observed, or
b) in contradiction with Section 32a (7), negotiates the price for the use of the rail system or the
allocation of its capacity in a discriminatory way and in conflict with the pertinent price regulations.
(9) A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an office as a participant in transport
of dangerous goods if he or she
a) fails to ensure, in contradiction with chapter 1.3 of RID, corresponding training for the employees
who participate in transport of dangerous goods,
b) fails to meet, in contradiction with chapter 1.4 of RID, the obligations with regard to the safety,
c) fails to appoint, in contradiction with sub-section 1.8.3.1 of RID, a safety advisor for transport of
dangerous goods,
d) fails to prepare, in contradiction with chapter 1.10 of RID, a security plan and to ensure employee
training, or fails to obey the provisions of the security plan,
e) uses other than prescribed packagings or tanks for transport of dangerous goods, or uses them in
other way than prescribed in Part 4 of RID,
f) fails to mark and label dangerous goods according to Part 5 of RID,
g) fails to attach filled out documents prescribed for transport of dangerous goods according
chapters 5.1 and 5.4 of RID,
h) fails to meet the requirements for the construction and testing of packaging, intermediate bulk
containers, large packagings, and tanks according to Part 6 of RID, or
i) fails to meet the provisions concerning the conditions of carriage, loading, unloading, and
handling of dangerous goods according to Part 7 of RID.
(10)
A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as a rail system
operator in the transport of dangerous goods at marshalling yards if he or she fails to ensure
preparation of internal emergency plans (section 1.11 of RID) for such transport according to subsection 1.4.3.6 of RID.
(11)
A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as a railway
undertaking or rail system operator in transport of dangerous goods if he or she fails to prepare a
report on accident or incidents according to section 1.8.5 of RID.
(12)
A legal or a business-conducting natural person commits an offence as a consignor in
transport of dangerous goods if he or she fail to classify the dangerous goods according to Part 2 of
RID.
(13)
A fine up to the following amounts may be imposed for offences:
a) CZK 1,000,000 in case of the offence pursuant to Subsection 1 (b), Subsection 2 (b), (c), (d), (e), or
(f), Subsection 3 (a), (b), (c), (d) or (f), Subsections 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8, Subsection 9 (a), (b), (c), (e), (f), (g),
(h) or (i), or Subsections 10, 11 or 12,
b) CZK 10,000,000 in case of the offence pursuant to Subsection 1 (a), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) or
(j), Subsection 2 (a), Subsection 3 (e), or Subsection 9 (d).
(14)
For the offence pursuant to Subsection 2 (a) or Subsections 9 to 12 a ban on operation
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may be imposed as well.
Section 52a
Common provisions
(1) Offences as defined in this Act are tried by the Rail Administrative Authority, with the
exception of
a) offences as per Section 50 (1) (m) and as per Section 51 (1) (m) tried by the Rail Safety Inspection,
b) offences as per Section 50 (1) (f), (g), (k) a (l), Section 51 (1) (i), Section 51 (4) (h), in case of a
nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding, Section 51 (4) (i) to (p) and (r) to (w), Section 51 (5) (g),
(h) and (i), Section 51 (6), Section 51 (7) (a), Section 51 (8) and (9) and Section 52 (4), (7) and (8), tried
by the Authority, and
c) offences according to Section 52 (6), if the offence has been committed by a travel office or travel
agency operator dealt with by a municipal trade licensing office.
(2) Offences pursuant to Section 50 (1) (a), (c), (d), (e) and (h) may be dealt with by the Police of
the Czech Republic in on-the-spot proceedings.
(3) Fines imposed as per this Act shall be collected by the body that imposed them.
PART TEN
STATE ADMINISTRATION AND STATE SUPERVISION
Section 53
(1) An administrative office designated as the Rail Authority is established as a stateadministration
body located in Prague, and is subordinated to the Ministry of Transport.
(2) The Rail Authority shall be headed by the Director; his or her selection, appointment and recall
shall be governed by the Civil Service Act.
Section 53a
(1) The Rail Safety Inspection is established as an administrative authority answering to the
Ministry of Transport. The Rail Safety Inspection consists of the Central Inspectorate and territorial
inspectorates. The Inspector General shall determine the seats and the respective territorial
jurisdiction of the territorial inspectorates.
(2) The Rail Safety Inspection shall be headed by the Inspector General appointed and recalled by
the Government; his or her selection, appointment and recall shall be governed by the Civil Service
Act.
(3) The Rail Safety Inspection is an organizational unit of the State; its seat shall be Prague.
Section 53b
(1) The Rail Safety Inspection shall investigate the causes and circumstances of serious accidents
on a railway, except for a special rail system. The Rail Safety Inspection can investigate the causes and
circumstances of other extraordinary events on rail systems, where it is appropriate in terms of their
seriousness, repetition and sequence and their impact on the rail system operator and the railway
undertaking.
(2) The Ministry of Transport and other authorities are not entitled to interfere with the
investigation in process.
(3) The Rail Safety Inspection shall start the investigation of the causes of a serious accident on a
railway, except for a special rail system, without undue delay but no later than 7 days from the day it
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learned about it. Where the Rail Safety Inspection investigates other extraordinary event, the first
sentence shall apply mutatis mutandis. The Rail Safety Inspection shall notify the European Union
Agency for Railways of starting the investigation within 7 days. While investigating extraordinary
events, the Rail Safety Inspection acts so that the rail transport operation disturbed by the
extraordinary event can be re-established as soon as possible. The Rail Safety Inspection's investigation
shall not focus on the liability for the criminal act or administrative delict.
(4) In order to assess whether there are reasons for investigating the causes of extraordinary
events, the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors are entitled to enter the scene of the accident or
incident, the related rail system area and the rail vehicle.
(5) The Rail Safety Inspection shall notify the following parties of the launching and course of
investigations:
a) The Rail Authority,
b) the rail system operator involved,
c) the railway undertaking involved,
d) the manufacturer of the rail vehicle or other railway application involved,
e) trade union representatives of the rail transport operator or the railway undertaking involved,
f) persons that suffered damage to their health or property, if the Rail Safety Inspection knows their
identity.
(6) The Rail Safety Inspection shall accept the ideas and observations of the parties referred to in
Subsection 4 and take account of them during the investigation process.
(7) The essentials of the report on the launching the investigation for the European Union Agency
for Railways shall be laid down by implementing regulation
Section 53c
(1) Where it is necessary for the purposes of investigation, the Rail Safety Inspection can request
a competent authority of another Member State to take appropriate steps to discover the cause of an
extraordinary event (hereinafter referred to as "fact-finding work") that the Rail Safety Inspection can
take only with difficulties or at unjustified costs, or cannot take them at all. If the Rail Safety Inspection
is asked for the fact-finding work by a competent authority of another Member State, it shall perform
it without undue delay. The Rail Safety Inspection shall refuse to perform the requested fact-finding
work, if the request is in contradiction with applicable legal regulations. The Rail Safety Inspection can
refuse to perform the requested fact-finding work, if it compromises the performance of its own tasks
or if it is too costly.
(2) Where the consequences of the extraordinary event become evident not only on the territory
of the Czech Republic, but also on the territory of another Member State, the Rail Safety Inspection
shall cooperate with a competent authority of that State to investigate the causes of the event. In such
cases the Rail Safety Inspection is entitled to invite a competent authority of another Member State to
perform its own fact-finding work. The Rail Safety Inspection shall invite a competent authority of
another Member State to perform its own fact-finding work, if one of the participants of the
extraordinary event is the railway undertaking whose valid licence to operate rail transport was issued
by that Member State.
Section 53d
(1) While investigating the causes of extraordinary events the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors
are entitled to
a) enter the scene of the accident or incident, the related rail system area and the rail vehicle
b) supervise removing of the rail vehicle wreckage, parts of the rail system and other railway
applications,
c) secure the rail vehicle wreckage, parts of the rail system and other railway applications for the
purpose of their further investigation,
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d) secure outputs of recording devices located in the rail vehicle,
e) request the results of autopsy examination of victims and results of examinations of the samples
taken from the victims' bodies,
f) request the results of questioning of the persons involved,
g) request the results of tests aimed at detecting the presence of alcohol or another addictive
substance and possible other medical examinations of the persons involved,
h) request explanation from the persons involved,
i) secure other proofs related to the investigation, and request the access to all other information
related to the accident or incident and
j) require the involved persons to provide necessary assistance in the verification experiment during
which – under artificial or modified conditions – the facts identified during the investigation of the
causes of extraordinary events are verified or new facts important for this investigation are found out;
the Rail Safety Inspection bears the cost of the verification experiment.
(2) Everyone is obliged to enable the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors to carry out their duties
without undue delay.
(3) While investigating the causes of extraordinary events and carrying out their duties, the Rail
Safety Inspection's inspectors shall prove their identity by a valid ID card of the Rail Safety Inspection's
inspector.
(4) In exceptional or factually complex cases the Rail Safety Inspection can use the support of an
expert consultant with appropriate specialization, or request the expert's opinion. The consultant is
entitled, with the consent of the Rail Safety Inspection's inspector and to the extent necessary for
carrying his or her duties, to have access to the accident or incident file and be present when the Rail
Safety Inspection's inspectors are carrying out their duties. However, the consultant shall not interfere
in carrying out the duties of the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors. The consultant shall maintain
confidentiality of all information he or she learned when carrying out his or her duties. The Rail Safety
Inspection can release the consultant from this obligation. The exclusion of a consultant shall be
governed by relevant regulations on experts and interpreters.
(5) While investigating the causes of extraordinary events and removing their consequences, the
Rail Safety Inspection shall cooperate with the permanent authorities for coordination of Integrated
Rescue System bodies. During rescue and clean-up works on the scene of the extraordinary event, the
Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors shall cooperate with the incident commander, in particular to secure
proofs necessary for the investigation.
(6) The sample ID card of the Rail Safety Inspection's inspectors shall be laid down by
implementing regulation.
Section 53e
(1) The Rail Safety Inspection shall develop the final report containing the results of the
investigation no later than 12 months from the date of the extraordinary event and, after deletion of
all personal data, publish it in a manner enabling remote access. Where it is appropriate in terms of
prevention of extraordinary events, the final report shall contain also the safety recommendations for
the Rail Authority, another administrative authority or a competent authority of another Member
State. The Rail Authority and other administrative authorities shall use the safety recommendations to
adopt relevant measures, including proposals to amend the legislation. The Rail Safety Inspection shall
review the final report draft with the Rail Authority and the rail system operator and the railway
undertakings involved.
(2) Where the investigation of an extraordinary event cannot be completed within 12 months
from the date of the event, the Rail Safety Inspection shall develop and publish the final report on the
investigation results as soon as possible after the investigation is completed.
(3) The Rail Safety Inspection shall send the final report to
a) the Rail Authority
b) the European Union Agency for Railways,
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c) another administrative authority, if the safety recommendation included in the final report is in
its competence,
d) a competent authority of another Member State, if the safety recommendation included in the
final report is in its competence,
e) the rail system operator involved,
f) the railway undertaking involved
g) the manufacturer of the rail vehicle or other railway application involved,
h) trade union representatives of the rail transport operator or the railway undertaking involved,
i) persons that suffered damage to health or property, if the Rail Safety Inspection knows their
identity.
(4) The Rail Authority and other administrative authority shall notify the Rail Safety Inspection,
within 12 months from the date of publishing the final report containing the safety recommendations
issued for these authorities, of the measures adopted in connection with the safety recommendations.
As far as the safety recommendations of a competent authority of another Member State is concerned,
the first sentence shall apply mutatis mutandis.
(5) The Rail Safety Inspection shall prepare and, by 30 September of the calendar year, publish in
a manner enabling remote access the annual report on the investigation of causes and circumstances
of extraordinary events in the previous calendar year, as well as the safety recommendations issued
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto. The Rail Safety Inspection shall send the annual report
also to the European Union Agency for Railways.
(6) The essentials of the final report shall be laid down by implementing regulation.
Section 54
(1) The Rail Administrative Authorities as represented by the Ministry of Transport and the Rail
Authority shall execute the state administration in matters of rail systems. The state administration in
matters regarding rail systems shall be executed by the Rail Safety Inspection and the Authority.
(2) The competence of the Rail Administrative Authorities shall also be executed by municipal
authorities as transferred powers in the scope laid down by this Act.
Section 54a
(1) In order to exercise its responsibilities as per this Act, the Rail Administrative Authority uses
the following reference data from the basic register of inhabitants:
a) surname,
b) first name or names,
c) address of place of residence,
d) date, place and district of birth; date, place and country of birth in data subjects born abroad,
e) date of death; if the data subject was declared dead in absentia by the court decision, this shall
be the date indicated in the decision as the day of death or the day which the data subject declared
dead did not survive, and the day when the decision came into legal force.
f) citizenship or multiple citizenships,
(2) In order to exercise its responsibilities as per this Act, the Rail Administrative Authority uses
the following reference data from the basic register of legal persons, business-conducting natural
persons and public authorities:
a) business name or name, or names, and surname,
b) date of incorporation or registration as per special legal regulations,
c) date of dissolution or removal from the register as per special legal regulations,
d) legal form,
e) statutory body, and
f) address of legal person or address of natural person.
(3) In order to exercise its responsibilities as per this Act, the Rail Administrative Authority uses
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the following data from the civil register administrative information system:
a) name, or names, surname,
b) date of birth,
c) date, place and district of birth; date, place and country of birth in data subjects born abroad,
d) citizenship or multiple citizenships,
e) address of permanent place of residence,
(4) In order to exercise its responsibilities as per this Act, the Rail Administrative Authority uses
the following data from the administrative information system of aliens:
a) name or names, surname, or their changes,
b) date of birth,
c) place and country of the alien's birth; if he or she was born on the territory of the Czech Republic,
place and district of birth,
d) citizenship or multiple citizenships,
e) address of residence on the territory of the Czech Republic, and
f) date of death; if the data subject was declared dead in absentia by the court decision, this shall
be the date indicated in the decision as the day of death or the day which the foreigner declared dead
did not survive.
(5) The data maintained as the reference data in the basic register of inhabitants shall be used
from the civil register administrative information system or the administrative information system of
aliens only if they reflect the previously existing situation.
Section 55
(1) The Rail Authority shall execute its authority pursuant to this Act or according to a special
regulation barring matters decided upon by the Ministry of Transport, the Rail Safety Inspection, the
Authority or municipal authorities.
(2) The Rail Authority shall execute the power of surveillance body according to the provisions of
a special legal regulation over specified products8h) and other products8i) dedicated for rail system
operation and rail transport that are parts of the rail system or rail vehicles, over rail vehicles, specified
technical equipment and over structural and operational subsystems in rail systems included in the
European Rail System.
(3) The Rail Administrative Authority oversees the fulfilment of obligations relating to rights of rail
passengers pursuant to directly applicable European Union regulation stipulating rail passengers' rights
and obligations17) and deals with complaints concerning breaches of these obligations.
(4) The Rail Authority, at the request of a cableway owner, shall take a decision on classifying a
cableway as a historic cableway installation, if the requirements as per directly applicable European
Union regulation in the area of cableway installations19) are met. The Rail Authority, at the request of
a cableway owner, shall also take a decision on classifying a cableway as a heritage cableway
installation, if the requirements as per directly applicable European Union regulation in the area of
cableway installations19) are met and if the cableway is categorized as cultural heritage or is located in
conservation area or zone. An application for classifying a cableway as a historic or heritage cableway
installation shall contain, in addition to general data pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Code,
documents demonstrating that the requirements imposed by directly applicable European Union
regulation in the area of cableway installations19) have been met.

8h)
8i)
17)

19)

Section 18 (1) (b) of Act No. 22/1997 Coll.
Section 7 (1) of Act No. 102/2001 Coll.
Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on rail
passengers’ rights and obligations.
Regulation (EU) 2016/424 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on cableway
installations and repealing Directive 2000/9/EC.
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Section 56
The Ministry of Transport:
a) shall take a decision on classifying a railway (assigning to a category); by agreement with the
Ministry of Defence, on the closure of a nation-wide or regional rail system,
b) by agreement with the Ministry of Defence, shall take a decision on changing the category of a
nation-wide rail system to another rail system category and on changing the category of a rail system
other than a nation-wide rail system to a nation-wide rail system,
c) shall be the appellate authority in administrative proceedings in matters governed by this Act in
appeals against decisions taken by the Rail Authority, the Rail Safety Inspection, and municipal
authorities,
d) shall apply opinions regarding territorial development policies and zoning documents in terms of
interests and objectives from the standpoint of rail systems,
e) shall be the authority involved in the assessment of maturity of projects of common interest
(hereinafter referred to as the PCIs) in energy infrastructure13) and shall issue a binding opinion
concerning joint territorial and building permit proceedings for constructions of the PCIs in energy
infrastructure from the perspective of competence of all rail authorities.
Section 56a
(1) Municipalities submit opinions on zoning documentation with respect to special railway
systems, tramway, trolley and cable, unless there is a competent ministry.
(2) The Rail Administrative Authority shall issue a binding opinion on stopping, limiting or
prohibiting the felling of wood species as per the Act on the Conservation of Nature and Landscape,
where the purpose of the felling is to ensure operability of a railway or a smooth and safe rail transport
on that rail system. Where stopping, limiting or prohibiting the felling of wood species compromises
the above mentioned purpose, the Rail Administrative Authority shall issue a negative binding opinion.
Section 57
(1) The Capital Prague9) shall exercise delegated powers pursuant to this Act in matters concerning
tramway and trolleybus systems, cableway installations, and special rail systems with the exception of
a) approving the rail vehicle type,
b) approving the rail vehicle worthiness,
c) approving the worthiness of specified technical equipment,
d) decisions taken on the certificates of professional competence of natural persons for performing
revisions, inspections and testing of specified technical equipment,
e) decisions taken on the cessation or restriction of the operation of specified technical equipment
and the suspension of its operability certificate.
(2) Other municipal authorities10) shall exercise delegated powers pursuant to this Act in matters
of tramway systems, trolleybus systems, cableway installations, and special rail systems, with the
exception of:
a) approving the rail vehicle type,
b) approving the rail vehicle worthiness,
13)

9)

10)

Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2013 on guidelines
for trans-European energy infrastructure and repealing Decision No 1364/2006/EC and amending Regulations
(EC) No 713/2009, (EC) No 714/2009 and (EC) No 715/2009.
Sections 13 and 26 of Act No. 418/1990 Coll., of the Czech National Council, on the Capital Prague, as
amended.
Subsection 58 (5) of Act No. 367/1990 Coll., of the Czech National Council, on municipal authorities
(Municipalities act), as amended.
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c) approving the worthiness of specified technical equipment,
d) decisions taken on the certificates of professional competence of natural persons for performing
revisions, inspections and testing of specified technical equipment,
e) decisions taken on the cessation or restrictions of the operation of specified technical equipment
and the suspension of its operability certificates,
f) the competence of a special building authority,
g) the issue of the driving certificate for driving cableway installations.
(3) The municipal authority shall be competent to take decisions with respect to tramway systems,
trolleybus systems, cableway installations or special rail systems located within the area of its
jurisdiction.
Section 57a
(1) The Rail Authority shall without undue delay notify the Authority of the start of the
proceedings and enables it, within a reasonable time, to make comments on or objections to the
proceedings, if the subject of the proceedings is
a) issuance, change, withdrawal or termination of
1. official permit for operating a rail system,
2. rail system operator's safety certificate,
3. authorization to operate rail transport, or
4. railway undertaking's safety certificate,
b) restriction and cessation of public rail transport operation, or
c) approval of the technical worthiness of the rail vehicle.
(2) In case of proceedings as per Subsection 1 the Authority is considered as the authority
involved.
(3) Where the Authority commences the proceedings as per this Act, it shall without undue delay
notify the Rail Authority and enables it, within a reasonable time, to make comments and objections.
For the purpose of these proceedings, the Rail Authority is the authority involved.
(4) If the proceedings carried out by the Authority is related to the international rail transport, the
Authority shall request the opinion of a competent authority of the Member State affected by that
transport. If needed, the Authority shall request also the opinion of the joint coordination body of the
rail system capacity Allocators. Where a competent authority of another Member State requests the
opinion of the Authority within the proceedings related to the international rail transport, the
Authority shall provide such opinion without undue delay.
(5) The Authority' decisions issued as per this Act shall be permanently published, in a manner
enabling remote access, after their entry into legal force and the deletion of personal data and
information regarded as trade secret.
(6) The Authority regularly reviews the situation related to the rail system operation with the rail
system operators, railway undertakings and representatives of consignors and passengers and takes
account of the identified information when carrying out its activities. The Authority hold such reviews
at least every second year.
State Supervision
Section 58
State Supervision
(1) The state supervision of the fulfilment of responsibilities established by this Act or other legal
regulations and international treaties that are part of legal order, concerning rail systems and
conditions laid down by decisions issued as per this Act, is executed by the Rail Administrative
Authority and the Authority to the extent of their competence. The municipalities perform the state
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supervision to the extent of their competence; this is the act of transferred competence.
(2) The authorization to execute state supervision has the form of an ID card.
(3) The rail system operator and railway undertaking shall provide, free of charge, the carriage by
rail system to the person authorized to execute the state supervision and enable him or her to use,
again free of charge, the rail system, rail vehicles and rail system communication equipment when he
or she is executing the state supervision.
(4) If the person authorized to execute the state supervision finds out, when executing the state
supervision, any breach of obligations or conditions referred to in Subsection 1, he or she establishes
the method and deadline of removal of these shortcomings and their causes, as needed and according
to the nature of the shortcomings identified.
(5) The sample ID card for the execution of the state supervision shall be laid down by
implementing regulation.
Section 59
The execution of state administration by the Rail Authority, the Rail Safety Inspection and
municipalities in matters of rail systems is inspected by the Ministry of Transport; this shall not apply
to carrying out the responsibilities of the Rail Safety Inspection when investigating accidents and
incidents.
Section 59a
Repealed
PART ELEVEN
COMMON, TRANSITIONAL, AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Section 60
(1) The Government of the Czech Republic shall decide, within a year from the effective date of
this Act, which part of the nation-wide rail system operated by the Czech Railways in accordance with
a special Act5) shall be designated as regional rail system. The Ministry of Transport will publicize this
decision in the Commercial Bulletin. This decision-making process shall not be subject to the general
Rules of Administrative Procedure.
(2) In taking a decision under Subsection 1, the Government of the Czech Republic shall not
classify as a regional rail system any part of the nation-wide rail system referred to in the list of lines
in accordance with any respective international agreement binding upon the Czech Republic.11)
(3) The operation of rail systems and rail transport operation shall not constitute a trade as
specified by the Trade Act.12)
Section 61
As of the effective date of this Act, the rights and obligations of the Rail Authority established by
the Ministry of Transport as an institution which had been fully funded from the state budget and
existed as of the date of its dissolution shall be assigned to the Rail Administrative Authority
5)
11)

12)

Act No. 9/1993 Coll., on Czech Railways, as amended by Act No. 212/1993 Coll.
The European agreement on the main international railway lines (AGC Agreement), as approved by the
resolution of the Czechoslovak Federal Government No. 78 of 8 February 1990.
Act No. 455/1991 Coll., to regulate trades (Trade act), as amended.
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established according to this Act.
Section 62
(1) The railway undertakings operating rail transport on the basis of a permit shall be obliged to
apply for a licence (Section 24) within one year from the effective date of this Act. Pending a decision
by the Rail Administrative Authority, the said railway undertakings shall be regarded as railway
undertakings holding a licence granted in accordance with this Act.
(2) The rail system operators operating a rail system on the basis of a licence shall be obliged to
apply to the Rail Administrative Authority for an official permit for rail system operation (Section 11).
Pending a decision by the Rail Administrative Authority, the said rail system operators shall be regarded
as rail system operators holding an official permit granted in accordance with this Act.
(3) The persons driving a rail vehicle shall be obliged to apply to the Rail Administrative Authority
for a driving certificate (Section 45) within one year from the effective date of this Act. Pending the
decision on the qualification for driving, these persons shall be regarded as persons qualified for driving
according to this Act.
(4) If a single natural or legal person is, at the same time, a rail system operator and a rail transport
operator, such person shall be obliged to keep separate accounting and separate accounting in the
accounting areas respecting the rail transport operation, rail transport of passengers, rail freight
transport, and activities financed from public budgets in operating the railway infrastructure and
executing transport operations. Separate accounting in accounting areas respecting the rail transport
operation, rail transport of passengers, rail transport of goods, and activities financed from public
budgets shall also be kept by a rail transport operator who is not, at the same time, a rail system
operator. The financial means used to operate public rail transport of passengers and means for rail
system operation provided from public budgets shall be accounted for separately and may not be
transferred to support other activities.
Section 63
(1) The legal relations based on a siding contract, according to the Regulation of the Ministry of
Transport No. 126/1964 Coll., respecting contacts between nation-wide rail systems and sidings and
relations between the organizations involved (i.e. siding terms), that had arisen before the effective
date of this Act, as well as the rights that had arisen from the above-mentioned siding contracts, shall
be governed by the existing regulations.
(2) Conditions for the carriage of dangerous goods by rail is regulated by the special regulation.12a)
Section 64
Proceedings in Matters Regulated by this Act
Consent of the Rail Administrative Authority pursuant to Section 7 (3) and Section 9 (1) issued as
a basis for the building authority decision pursuant to special legislation, zoning consent or building
notification is a binding opinion according to the Administrative Procedure Code.
Section 65
Transport rules regulating the conditions of carriage on a nation-wide rail system and a regional
rail system may deviate from the provisions of the Commercial Code, if it adopts provisions of
international agreements binding for the Czech Republic that have been published in the Collection of
Laws.
12a)

Decree No. 8/1985 Coll., on the convention on international rail transport (COTIF), as amended.
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Section 65a
Repealed
Section 66
Delegating Provisions
(1) The Ministry of Transport shall issue a Decree to implement Section 3 (1), Section 3a (1),
Section 4a (3), Section 5 (5), Section 6 (1) and (2), Section 7 (2), Section 14a (3), Section 20 (4), Section
23 (1) (a), Section 22 (5), Section 23 (8), Section 23a (7), Section 23d (5), Section 25 (6), Section 27 (3),
Section 34h (9), Section 35 (4), Section 36 (4), Section 37 (7), Section 42 (3), Section 43 (1), (4) and (7),
Section 43a (5), Section 43b (7), Section 44 (1) and (2), Section 45 (3) and (7), Section 46c (3), Section
46d (2), Section 46e (5), Section 46f (3), Section 46j (5), Section 47 (2), Section 48 (1), Section 49 (3),
Section 49a (4), Section 49d (1), Section 49e (6), Section 53b (7), Section 53d (6), Section 53e (6) and
Section 58 (5).
(2) By agreement with the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Transport shall issue legal regulation
regarding the conditions of health fitness of persons for operating the rail system and the rail transport
operation and the method of performing assessment activities.
(3) By agreement with the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Transport shall issue legal
regulation regarding the performance of education, training and examinations of applicants for a
driving certificate for driving tramways and trolleybuses.
(4) The Ministry of Transport shall issue a regulation determining the parts of a rail system.
(5) The Ministry of Transport shall issue a Decree to determine the types of extraordinary events
in the rail transport operation, the procedures applicable to extraordinary events including measures
to be taken at the locations of extraordinary events, the competence to investigate the causes and
circumstances of extraordinary events, and to adopt measures to prevent their occurrence.
Section 67
Repealing Clause
The following is hereby repealed:
1. Act No. 51/1964 Coll., on rail systems ("Rail systems act") as amended by Act No. 104/1974 Coll.
2. Regulation of the Ministry of Transport No. 52/1964 Coll. to implement the rail systems act, as
amended by Decree No. 132/1969 Coll. and No. 122/1974 Coll.
3. Decree of the Ministry of Transport No. 68/1964 Coll., on the transfer of competence of the
state administration in matters of rail systems, as amended by the Decree No. 11/1979 Coll., on the
competence of administrative bodies of nation-wide rail systems in the field of specialized state
technical supervision of rail systems, and Decree No. 177/1988 Coll.
4. Decree of the Ministry of Transport No. 126/1964 Coll., on the contact between nation-wide
rail systems and sidings and on relations between the organizations involved (Siding terms), as
amended by Decree No. 111/1966 Coll., No. 2/1980 Coll., No. 42/ 1984 Coll., and No. 74/1985 Coll.
5. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 11/1979 Coll., on the competence of nationwide rail system administration bodies in the field of specialized state-run technical supervision of rail
systems.
6. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 123/1979 Coll., on urban transit.
7. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 18/1981 Coll., on the approval of rail vehicles
and special track-mechanization equipment.
8. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 61/1982 Coll., on specified technical
equipment.
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9. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 72/1984 Coll., on the conditions of fitness of
class 1 ISO containers for safe and smooth transport.
10. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 8/1987 Coll., on the fitness of imported
cableway installations and other technical equipment.
11. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 7/1988 Coll., on road crossings with tracks on
the rail level.
12. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 190/1988 Coll., on the designation of fixed
compensation amounts for causing minor disruptions of the train traffic on nation-wide rail systems
and sidings, as amended by Decree No. 316/1992 Coll.
13. Decree of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 38/1990 Coll., to establish certain conditions
for the provision of safe and smooth operation of lifting equipment for handling class 1 ISO containers.
14. Guidelines of the Federal Ministry of Transport, the Federal Czechoslovak Public Prosecutor's
Office, and the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Ref. No. 11 471/1973, on the co-ordination and cooperation of transportation bodies, police authorities, and public prosecutor's offices in cases of
railway accidents (registered as item 12/1973 Coll.).
15. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 11 446/1974 on periodic testing of crane
operators handling road-mobile jib cranes or railway jib cranes (registered as item 15/1974 Coll.).
16. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 19 239/1974 with respect to time limits
pertaining to the supervision activities of the specialized state-run technical supervision authority
(registered as item 15/1974 Coll.).
17. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 12 142/1975-18 on the equipment for
lifting upper platforms of double-deck railway vehicles designed for shipping motorcars, as amended
by Regulation Reg. No. 23229/79-025 (registered as item 33/1975 Coll. and item 6/1980 Coll.).
18. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 12 241/75-25 on the competence of
nation-wide rail system administration bodies as Rail Administrative Authorities, as amended by
Regulation No. 25 112/77 (registered as item 2/1973 Coll. and item 20/1975 Coll.).
19. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport and the Czech Mining Authority No.
3939/19/1976 on the Rules for the technical operation of mine rail systems in open-cast brown-coal
mines (PTP-D) (registered under the item 4/1979 Coll.).
20. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 26 049/76 to establish rules for the
qualification examinations of drivers, conductors, controllers, train dispatchers and transport control
staff of urban transit as amended by Regulation No. 7 129/1982-025 (registered as item 8/1977 Coll.
and item 9/1982 Coll.).
21. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 19 022/1978 on professional competence
in electrical technology relating to rail systems (registered as item 32/1978 Coll.).
22. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 8 624/1982-25 of May 5, 1982 on the
designation of fixed compensation amounts for damage caused to rail vehicles and equipment as
amended by Regulation No. 18 682/1992-040 (registered as item 16/1982 Coll. and item 81/1992
Coll.).
23. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 9 737/1984 with respect to shipping
military container consignments (registered as item 22/1984 Coll.).
24. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 5 095/85-ÚÚŽZ to issue guidelines
respecting health fitness of railway staff (registered as item 16/1985 Coll.).
25. Regulation of the Federal Ministry of Transport No. 8 969/85 on certain terms pertaining to
the supervision activities of the specialized state-run Technical Supervision Authority to ensure the
operating safety of class 1 ISO containers (registered as item 24/1985 Coll.).
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Section 68
Effective Date
This Act becomes effective from 1 January 1995.
Uhde
Havel
Klaus
Selected provisions of the Act amendments
Article II of the Act No. 103/2004 Coll.
Transitional provision relating to Part One
The authorization of legal persons to test rail vehicles issued by the Ministry of Transport as per
Section 43 (4) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., on rail systems, before the entry of this Act into force, and
the authorizations of legal persons to perform technical inspections and tests of specified technical
equipment issued by the Ministry of Transport as per 47 (4) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., on rail
systems, before the entry of this Act into force, shall remain valid until the dates established in the
authorizations.
Article II of the Act No. 181/2006 Coll.
Transitional provisions
1. The obligation of statutory persons to submit the annual report on the safe operation of the
rail system as per Section 22 (2) (e) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the
date of the entry of this Act into force, or the annual report on the safe operation of the rail system as
per Section 35 (2) (g) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry
of this Act into force, to publish the annual report on the Rail Authority activities as per Section 49e (6)
of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force,
or the annual report on the investigation of causes and circumstances of extraordinary events as per
Section 53b (6) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of
this Act into force, shall be for the first time relevant for the calendar year 2006.
2. The rail system operators of a nation-wide and regional rail system who operate the rail system
based on an official permit shall within 1 year from the entry of this Act into force request the Rail
Administrative Authority to issue a safety authorization for them. Until the Rail Administrative
Authority decides to issue a rail operator's safety authorization, these operators are considered as rail
system operators who were granted a rail operator's safety authorization.
3. A railway undertaking's safety certificate issued as per provisions of the existing legal
regulations is considered as the railway undertaking's safety certificate pursuant to this Act and
remains valid by 31 December 2007.
4. The periods laid down by the Act for submitting an application for the railway infrastructure
capacity as per Section 34d (2) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of
the entry of this Act into force, for drawing up the timetable as per Section 40 (1) of the Act No
266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force, and for its
review as per Section 40 (2) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of
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the entry of this Act into force, shall be for the first time relevant for the timetable valid from 2008 to
2009.
PART THREE of the Act No 191/2006 Coll.
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO PART ONE AND PART TWO
Article III
1. Drag lift equipment is considered as meeting the conditions of operational worthiness, if its
operator requests the Rail Authority, no later than 16 months from the entry of this Act into force, to
be granted the operability certificate of the specified technical equipment (Section 47 of the Act No
266/1994 Coll., as amended). Where the operator fails to request for the operability certificate within
the specified deadline, the equipment ceases to meet the conditions of operational worthiness after
that deadline.
2. Natural and legal persons can continue operating a drag lift for the period of one year from the
entry of this Act into force, based on the authorization to do business or the business licence granted
before the effective date of this Act. These authorizations or licences shall not be valid after the
specified deadline. Natural and legal persons operating a drag lift shall submit, no later 10 months from
the entry of this Act into force, relevant documents to the trade licensing office that demonstrate that
they meet conditions established by the Trade Licensing act or that they appointed a responsible
representative who meets those conditions. In such circumstances, the trade licensing office shall
issue, within 60 days from the submission of relevant documents, a business licence to operate a drag
lift.
Article II of the Act No 134/2011 Coll.
Transitional provisions
1. The authorization for placing in service, granted to a rail vehicle of a foreign railway undertaking
before 19 July 2008 based on an international contract binding for the Czech Republic, remains valid.
2. Valid rail vehicle driving licences issued before the entry of this Act into force authorize their
holders to drive a rail vehicle on a nation-wide and regional rail system according to the existing
legislation concerning
a) cross-border transport legislation until 31 December 2011,
b) national transport until 31 December 2015.
3. Holders of valid rail vehicle driving licences who work as train drivers on a nation-wide and
regional rail system can request the Rail Administrative Authority to be granted the train driving licence
a) for driving a rail vehicle in cross-border transport until 31 October 2011,
b) for driving a rail vehicle in national transport until 31 December 2014.
The application shall be accompanied by a document (not older than 3 months) demonstrating
applicant's medical fitness as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of
the entry of this Act into force. The Rail Administrative Authority shall grant a train driving licence to
applicants who are medically fit.
4. A holder of the train driving licence issued according to point 3 shall be granted a driver
certificate by the railway undertaking without the necessity to demonstrate special professional
competence, if
a) the holder is in basic employment relationship with the railway undertaking, and
b) no more than 1 year elapsed from the day the train driving licence was issued.
The railway undertaking shall define, in the driver certificate, the rail system or its part, types of rail
vehicles and their use for which the certificate is valid, according to the type of the rail system and the
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type of the rail vehicle stated in the rail vehicle driving licence issued as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll.,
in the version in force as before the date of the entry of this Act into force. The rail vehicle driving
licence ceases to be valid as of the day of issuing the certificate granted as per the Act No 266/1994
Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force.
Article II of the Act No 180/2014 Coll.
Transitional provision
The proceedings as per Section 23b (2), Section 31 (2), Section 34g (3), Section 38 (3) a (5), Section
50 (2), Section 50 (3) (c), Section 51 (2), Section 51 (3) (c), Section 51 (4) (h) to (j), Section 51 (5) (e) to
(g), Section 52 (3) (d) and Section 52 (7), launched before the day of the entry of this Act into force,
shall be completed as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as before the date of the
entry of this Act into force.
Article II of the Act No. 319/2016 Coll.
Transitional provisions
1. The operator of a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding accessible to the public shall
adopt the business plan as per Section 23 (2) and (3) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in
force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force, within 12 months from the entry of this Act
into force.
2. Contracts on rail transport operation on a nation-wide or regional rail system or a siding
accessible to the public concluded before the entry of this Act into force have to be harmonized with
Section 23 (4) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this
Act into force, within 24 months from the entry of this Act into force.
3. The proceedings to grant a authorization to operate rail transport commenced before the entry
of this Act into force shall be completed as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as
before the date of the entry of this Act into force.
4. Holders of a licence to operate rail transport granted before the entry of this Act into force shall
be considered as the holder of the licence as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as
from the date of the entry of this Act into force. If the Rail Administrative Authority complies with,
after the entry of this Act into force, the request for the change of the type of rail transport, or the Rail
Administrative Authority is notified of the change of data contained in the licence, it shall issue a new
licence as per Section 25 of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the
entry of this Act into force.
5. The allocation of the capacity in the calendar year when this Act comes into force shall be
governed by Section 34b to Section 34f and Section 40 of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in
force as before the date of the entry of this Act into force, and Section 34e to Section 34f the Act No
266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force.
6. The proceedings as per Section 34g and 34j of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force
as before the date of the entry of this Act into force, commenced before the entry of this Act into force,
shall be completed as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as before the date of the
entry of this Act into force.
7. The operator of a siding accessible to the public shall adopt and publish the network statement
as per Section 33 of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of
this Act into force, within 12 months from the entry of this Act into force. Before the capacity is
allocated based on the adopted network statement, the operator shall enable railway undertakings to
use the siding accessible to the public in a non-discriminatory manner and for a price negotiated in
accordance with the pertinent price regulations.
8. The railway undertaking operating rail transport on a nation-wide and regional rail system shall
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adopt the business plan as per Section 35 (1) (i) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as
from the date of the entry of this Act into force, within 12 months from the entry of this Act into force.
9. A railway categorized (as of the date of the entry of this Act into force) as a regional rail system
can be recategorized as a local rail system only when this recategorization has been requested by the
rail system owner and the conditions of recategorization of a rail system as a local rail system have
been met as per the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this
Act into force.
Article II of the Act No. 367/2019 Coll.
Transitional provisions
1. The operator of a siding that is as of the date of the entry of this Act into force accessible to
the public as per Section 22a (2) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as from the date
of the entry of this Act into force, shall communicate this fact to the Authority within 1 month from
the entry of this Act into force. If this siding was operated as a siding inaccessible to the public as of
the date of the entry of this Act into force, its operator is obliged to adopt and publish a network
statement within 12 months from the date of the entry of this Act into force and start to operate the
siding as a siding accessible to the public. Before the rail system capacity is allocated based on the
adopted network statement, the operator shall enable railway undertakings to use the siding in a nondiscriminatory manner and for a price negotiated in accordance with the pertinent price regulations.
2. If the operator of a siding, which is inaccessible to the public as of the date of the entry of this
Act into force, is obliged to make the siding available as per Section 22a (3) of the Act No 266/1994
Coll., in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force, they shall communicate
this fact to the Authority within 1 month from the entry of this Act into force.
3. If an entrepreneur that is part of a vertically integrated undertaking concluded a credit or loan
contract with any other entrepreneur coming under the same undertaking or took any other similar
legal action before the date of the entry of this Act into force and, at the same time, such contract or
legal action does not meet the requirements laid down in Section 42b (2) of the Act No 266/1994 Coll.,
in the version in force as from the date of the entry of this Act into force, and this contract or legal
action would lead to the provision of the performance after the date of the entry of this Act into force,
then both parties of such contract or any other agreement must ensure, within 3 months from the
date of the entry of this Act into force, that the rights and obligations being part of the contract or
agreement comply with the applicable requirements.
4. The proceedings commenced before the entry of this Act into force shall be completed as per
the Act No 266/1994 Coll., in the version in force as before the date of the entry of this Act into force.
5. From the date of the entry of this Act into force, authorisations of legal persons to assess the
conformity of the European Rail System's components and subsystem shall be governed by provisions
of Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council setting out the
requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products and
repealing Regulation (EEC) No 339/93 and requirements laid down in Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability of the rail system within the European
Union. Existing authorisations of legal persons to assess the conformity as per Directive 2008/57/EC of
the European Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability of the rail system within the
Community expire as of 16 July 2020.
6. On the date of the entry of this Act into force, the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology, and
Testing becomes a body entitled to authorize legal persons as per Act No 22/1997 on technical
requirements for products, and to accredit legal persons to assess conformity of the European Rail
System's components and subsystem pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European
Parliament and of the Council setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance
relating to the marketing of products and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 339/93.
7. On the date of the entry of this Act into force, the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology, and
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Testing becomes a notifying authority as per Article 27 of Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European
Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability of the rail system within the European Union.
____________________
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